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Recently there has been a movement away from  
mass-made products in favour of a more niche,  
craft-orientated approach. Ethical consumers are  
taking an interest in making informed decisions  
about how and what they consume. They want to  
know where a product came from, how it was  
produced and who created it.

“Handmade” has come to represent so much more than 
something that is “made by hand, not by machine”.  
It also represents a philosophy that cherishes the 
history and creative processes behind traditional modes 
of manufacture. It celebrates artisans and craftspeople 
who dedicate their working lives to creating 
design objects that are unique examples of skilled 
workmanship and creativity.  

This issue is an exploration of the “handmade” concept. 
We have carefully curated our pages to showcase 
exceptional creative work that is original, handcrafted 
and has an artisanal flair. You can expect the usual mix 
of impeccable design, illustration, advertising and art, 
which we hope will help inspire and enthuse you. 

A big thank you to everyone involved in the making of 
this issue. We are consistently delighted and amazed by 
the inventiveness and friendliness of our contributors.  
It is a real joy making creative connections with so  
many people all over the world and we look forward  
to making more connections in the issues to come.

Thanks for reading!

HELLO
Welcome to the seventh issue of NICE Magazine, a Nicework initiative that spreads the 
word about talented creatives and their work. Every issue, we select a theme to direct the 
curation and design of our content. For this issue, we have chosen the theme: “Handmade”. 
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ARTIFACT  
BAG CO.

What does handmade mean to you? 

Handmade is subjective, but to me it’s a 
process where a piece is designed and 

intimately constructed by the artisan. Often 
it shows the mark of being handcrafted in 

being “perfectly imperfect”   

All images copyright Chris Hughes

Image credit: Dana Damewood and Jackie Sterba
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Chris Hughes is one of the “new artisans” - a man 
dedicated to reviving the techniques and processes 
of generations of craftspeople who have worked in 
the leather and textile industry before him.  
 
Operating out of the Artifact Bag Company 
workshop in Omaha, Nebraska, Chris creates a 
beautiful range of American waxed canvas and 
leather bags for those with an eye for aesthetics. 
Artifact bags are no ordinary bags. They are  
elegant design objects carefully constructed  
using hand tools, vintage industrial equipment  
and age-old techniques. 
 
Chris’s interest in craft began at an early age.  
During his childhood he experimented with art and 
music, fostering the freethinking and imaginative 
mindset that is evident in his work today. What 
begins as a free flow of creative thought in Chris’s 
head is soon distilled into a bespoke final product 
unique in all its imperfections. 
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Chris spends a lot of time scouting for vintage 
equipment and materials in the pursuit of honing 
his craft. He aims to continue developing his skills 
and company in the future (there is mention 
of extending the Artifact range into shoes and 
clothing). We are sure there is no limit to what this 
accomplished fellow can do.

Catch the Artifact Bag Company on their website, 
Twitter, Facebook and Etsy pages. 
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What is your definition of handmade? 
Crafted by a human and not a machine, 

something that is becoming luxuriously rare.   
 

Kris Knight is an aesthete, painter and artist. We asked him a few 

questions to find out more about this enigmatic, artistic fellow.

KRIS KNIGHT

All images copyright Kris Knight

Q + A  WITH
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TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF 
I’m a quiet, thirty-one year old painter 
based in Canada. I grew up in a bunch of 
unromantic small towns in rural Canada 
before escaping to the big city to go to art 
school. I call Toronto home now and base 
my studio practice here, but I am very 
much of farmer blood. I am fascinated by 
stories and secrets and this informs my 
work. I’m also an extreme Gemini and a 
workaholic, this also informs my work.  

YOU LIST 18TH CENTURY SYMBOLIST 
AND ROMANTIC PAINTING AND FRENCH 
PORTRAITURE AS A SOURCE OF 
INSPIRATION FOR YOUR WORK. CAN 
YOU ELABORATE ON THIS INFLUENCE? 
I love the Symbolist and Romantic 
movements in painting because artists  
of this time investigated human nature 
and the supernatural, origin, the exotic 
and the remote. They were fascinated 

with personalities and moods but also 
delved into all things mysterious and 
therefore taboo.  

YOUR PORTRAITS OSCILLATE  
BETWEEN VULNERABILITY,  
EROTICISM AND MELANCHOLIA  
- WHAT ABOUT THE HUMAN FORM 
FASCINATES YOU AND WHY DO YOU 
CHOOSE TO DEPICT IT IN THIS WAY? 
I’m fascinated with the complexity of 
physiognomy and never get bored with 
painting the figure. I focus on the portrait 
because I’m interested in “the gaze”, 
as well as portraying the subtleties of 
the face. When I first started painting 
professionally, I was interested in 
androgyny in terms of gender, now I am 
more interested in creating neutrality 
and ambiguity in regards to moods. I like 
tiptoeing between dichotomies, especially 
in facial expression and atmosphere.   

Q + A 
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WHO OR WHAT ARE YOUR INSPIRATIONS? 
I’m inspired by personal myth, whether through 
folklore, biography, gossip or song. I love narrative 
and see painting as a vehicle for my storytelling. 
I paint almost everyday and often deep into the 
night, I listen to music the entire time. Vivid 
songwriters inspire me most. Even though all 
of my paintings are stemmed from my personal 
histories, I’m often channeling the songwriter’s 
words consciously or not. I’m not an articulate 
speaker and followed the path of making images 
because I don’t like to talk, so I’m in awe of people 
who can paint pictures with words and music. 

IF YOU COULD COLLABORATE WITH ANY 
CREATIVE PERSON ON A PROJECT WHO  
WOULD IT BE? 
I’m not much of collaborator (which sounds 
awful I know), because I’m so used to working 
alone in such close proximity to my work. I often 
paint with canvases sitting on my lap, even big 
ones. I’ve thought about collaborating with other 
painters but the control freak in me would surely 
arise. Even the notion of a painter’s assistant 
wigs me out a little. However, in theory, I’d love 
to collaborate with photographers but I haven’t 
figured out yet how to make it beneficial for them.

Q + A 
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IF YOU COULD MEET AN ARTIST (ALIVE OR 
DEAD) WHO WOULD IT BE AND WHY? 
That’s a really hard question to answer for 
so many reasons. I’d hate to meet one of 
my heroes and be disappointed, or meet 
them and be so much in awe that you end 
up disappointing yourself. If this a free-for-
all-time-machine-capable opportunity, I 
would have loved to have met artists when 
they were at their most prolific, John Singer 
Sargent in his forties, Bjork in her thirties, 
Stevie Nicks in her twenties. I’d rather, 
however, prefer to be a fly on the wall and 
be able to witness their passion when they 
were at their most productive.  

DESCRIBE YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS 
I base my exhibitions on a theme that’s often 
autobiographical in some way and start 
my research and sketching. From these 
sketches I have friends and family pose 
for me for photoshoots. I work from photo 
references at the beginning of each painting 
but drop them half way though the process, 
allowing me the freedom to change the 
appearance of the sitter to better suit the 
character that I have in mind. Even though 
each painting is based on a real person, I 
see them as characters in a narrative and 
often change their appearance completely. 
This way I don’t have the pressure of 
painting…say “Jenny as Jenny”, in the 
historical notion of the portrait commission, 
this way I end up painting Jenny for me.  
I guess there’s no real payoff for modeling 
for one of my paintings, but I do appreciate 
the blueprints.   

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE  
HANDMADE OBJECT? 
That’s another tough question. 
I have many handmade objects 
that I adore, often simply because 
someone took the time to make it for 
me. One of my favourite handmade 
objects is a wooden stool that my 
grandfather made for me years ago.  
I’m a bit short so I use it all of the 
time and adore it tremendously and I 
love how it ages with me too.  

ANY PROJECTS IN THE PIPELINE? 
Yes many…sometimes too many!  Right now 
I am working on new paintings for Art Paris 
this spring, as well my solo debut in New 
York later this year. I also have some group 
exhibitions and international art fairs along 
the way and in between. I’m also really 
excited about releasing my first limited 
edition this year too. 

For more of Kris Knight’s work, visit  
his website.
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YOKOO
What is your definition 

of handmade?  
“Superior quality”

All images copyright Yokoo Gibraan

There are many words that you 

can use to describe Yokoo Gibraan: 

distinctive, meticulous, gifted and 

perfectionist. But none of these words 

can truly encapsulate the full range of 

her unique talent.
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Yokoo began her adventures in knitwear by creating scarves for 
friends, a “hobby” that soon developed into a fully-fledged career.  
Over the years Yokoo has distinguished herself as a virtuoso of 
knitwear, churning out countless beautiful scarves, hats and other 
knitted accessories from her home in Atlanta, Georgia.  

http://www.etsy.com/shop/Yokoo


Apart from her insane work ethic (she averages around 15 
hours of knitting time a day), Yokoo’s success is born from  
her intense involvement in every aspect of the creative  
process from idea, to production, modeling and  
photographing the final product.

“Aesthetics are very important 
to me. I put so much 
consideration into my work 
and pay close attention to 
detail. I’m generally not the 
type of designer who has to 
put out the latest fashion. I’m 
not into trends, I try to be 
timeless and classic.”
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Listing inspirations as diverse as Steve Jobs and “others before him who change life as 
we know it”, Yokoo’s inspirations range well beyond the realms of fashion. When asked 
to describe her personal style she replied: “Don’t we all just want to dress like Denise 
Huxtable?”. Anyone who gives that answer is a winner in our books.

Yokoo has recently released a new clothing line called “MOTHER”, check it out online.

http://www.etsy.com/shop/xMOTHERx


IN HAUS PRESSIN HAUS PRESS

Letterpress is a form of relief printing that was popularised 
between the 15th and 19th centuries for printing books and smaller 
publications. However, with the rise of more efficient and 
economical forms of mass printing the use of letterpress rapidly 
declined. Luckily, there are a few nice people keeping this artisanal 
form of printing alive – providing tactile paper works that combine 
art, design and craft. 

All images copyright In Haus Press

In Haus Press is a small letterpress studio based in San 
Francisco specialising in custom and ready-made paper 
goods, printed by hand using an Adana Eight-Five and 

Poco Proof-Press. The company derives their name 
from the fact that everything is lovingly designed, 

printed, photographed and packaged in-house.  
No small feat for a two-person company.
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“THE DIGITAL WORLD WE LIVE 
IN IS AMAZING, BUT SENDING 

SOMEONE A PERSONAL 
SENTIMENT ON A PRINTED 
PIECE OF PAPER REMINDS 
US TO SLOW DOWN AND 

APPRECIATE THE THOUGHT A 
BIT MORE THAN AN EMAIL.”

Letterpress printing is no easy task - grappling with these “iron beasts” 
requires a lot of sweat and dedication. In Haus Press prints on manual 
presses using a 94-year-old Poco Proof Press that requires setting the 
type by hand, feeding each piece of paper into the press and rolling the 
cylinder over the type. In short, it is a real labour of love.

Treasa Ewing is one of the gifted individuals behind In Haus Press.  
This 29-year-old self-taught letterpress printer founded the company in 
2010 with a tabletop press and the desire to create printed pieces that would 
inspire people to send more handwritten notes through the post again.
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“teaching yourself a craft  
is a beautiful thing. it’s a  
lot of work. you have to  
love the process. you have 
to want to be great at what 
you do and be patient with 
yourself and your craft.  
for me there is no  
substitution for having 
learned something on  
your own, trial and error  
has produced some of my  
best work!”  
 
Treasa’s appreciation for simple techniques 
such as typesetting and printmaking, 
combined with her love of typography, has 
defined the elegant aesthetic of In Haus 
Press. She also draws inspiration from her 
German and Native American background. 

Treasa describes her creative process as 
back to front, starting with a flash of the 
final product in her mind, which she then 
figures out how to create.  
 

“I rely on my gut and design things that I 
love. Since our days are most often filled 
with so much unnecessary noise, I love the 
moments when I can tune out the rest of 
the world and just focus all of my attention 
on an idea”.

In Haus Press is currently working on 
designing a series of calling card suites, a 
wedding collection and more personalised 
stationery for 2012. Do yourself a favour 
and visit their website or better yet buy 
something from their shop. 
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“The main thing I want to 
communicate to people is a positive 
sense of fun, energy and enjoyment” 

 
Jack Hudson has a splendid imagination. His fantastical illustrations 

feature a delightful assortment of odd characters in strange and 
wonderful scenarios that you can easily get lost in. In these imagined 

worlds, a captivating narrative comes to life through Jack’s simple line 
work and unique choice of colour.

JACK HUDSON

All images copyright Jack Hudson
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Jack studied illustration in Bristol before 
relocating to Salamanca, Spain, where he  
now works as a freelance illustrator.  
His restrained use of colour can be linked 
 to his passion for Mid-Century illustration,  
80’s adventure movies and 1960’s / 70’s film 
posters. This quirky nostalgia is also apparent 
in the discreet references that Jack makes to 
popular culture in his work.

Jack uses basic materials like Indian Ink, pencil 
and gouache to create his illustrations. He then 
adds dimension to his compositions by sourcing 
from a scanned library of textures – which he 
applies digitally.
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Jack’s distinctive illustrative style has given him the opportunity to work with a variety of clients including 
Google, O Magazine, Nobrow Press and The Sunday Telegraph. He was worked on a number of projects from 
album covers to iPad applications.

We highly recommend a visit to his website and blog. 
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All images copyright Varpunen

We love imaginative passion projects that 
bring together brilliant people to create 

awesome things. Varpunen sacks are the 
creation of married couple Susanna Vento 

and her husband Jussi, who live in Helskinki, 
Finland, with their small daughter Varpu.

VARPUNEN
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Susanna is an interior designer and stylist who works 
for an interior design magazine called DEKO. In her 
spare time she runs a blog, also called Varpunen, 
which can be translated as “small bird”. Jussi runs a 
small print company producing bespoke print work 
for a variety of clients. It is pretty clear that a good 
sense of aesthetics runs in the family.

Susanna creates the model and design for the 
Varpunen sacks, while Jussi takes care of the 
construction. These nifty storage containers feature 
bright graphic patterns and are made from printed 
PVC-laminated polyester to be more durable in 
wetter contexts like the kitchen, bathroom and 
outdoors. The sacks are designed as an easy and 
attractive storage option for busy families who have 
to constantly deal with storing piles of laundry, toys 
and other household items.

We think Varpunen sacks are a great piece of Finnish 
design. If you would like to get your hands on one 
make sure you visit their shop.
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ANNETTE  
PEHRSSON

Q & A
W I T H

All images copyright Annette Pehrsson

Annette Pehrsson is a Swedish 

photographer with an impressive list of 

accomplishments for her young age. 

Her preference for film photography 

made Annette a prime candidate for our 

handmade issue, which celebrates the 

artisanal aspects of creative work. We 

asked her a few questions about herself, her 

photography and her creative process.
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YOU TAKE A LOT OF PORTRAITS AND SELF-PORTRAITS. 
WHAT ATTRACTS YOU TO THIS GENRE? 
I have always been very attracted to the genre of portraiture when it 
comes to photography. Having a person in the shot makes scenery 
much more interesting in my mind. It adds something so serene.  
My self-portraits have sort of evolved organically. I’m always around 
and ever since I started taking photography more seriously I have 
felt that shooting self-portraits is a great way to learn and grow 
without the presence of others – that way there are no distractions. 
It is not often that I see my photos of myself as “self-portraits” 
though, I feel more like that girl could be anyone and I think this is 
why I often prefer to shoot anonymous photos, without a visible face.

Q & A

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF 
My name is Annette, I’m 23 years old and I live in a little cabin with my 
boyfriend on the west coast of Sweden. Currently I am working as a 
webmaster and photographer for an online store. Besides that, I’m very 
fond of cats, books and teapots.

WHERE DO YOU FIND INSPIRATION? 
Everywhere! Locations, people, movies, music, clothes and beautiful light 
streaming through a window, especially during the early morning hours.

DESCRIBE YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS 
Most of the time I don’t have a special process, I just shoot. But 
occasionally I do like to plan every little step of a shoot, starting with 
making some sketches on a piece of paper, choosing a location, clothes 
and making little notes on how to set the mood the way I want it. Then I set 
everything up, shoot and wait for the developed negatives.

WHAT CAMERAS DO YOU USE? 
I have quite a lot of analogue cameras sitting in a cabinet, but the ones I 
use most of the time are Zenit-B, Bronica ETRsi and a Polaroid SX-70.

HOW DID YOU GET INTO PHOTOGRAPHY? 
It started when I was quite young – I got my very first 35mm camera when 
I was about seven or eight years old. It has followed me ever since then, 
mostly because my father is very into photography as well.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT FILM PHOTOGRAPHY? 
I like the whole process. I like the feeling of it, loading the camera with a 
fresh roll of film and working all the way through it with no automatic help, 
until you can rewind the film again and have it developed. To finally see the 
photos appear in front of your eyes as the negatives are being scanned is 
such a wonderful feeling. I’m not quite sure what it is, but looking through 
an analogue camera is a completely different feeling compared to using 
digital equipment. It feels so much more “real”.
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WHAT IS YOUR DEFINITION OF HANDMADE? 
For me, handmade means unique creations created by a creative minds.

What is your favourite handmade object? 
Handmade necklaces with beautiful attention to details.

If you could collaborate with anyone, who would it be? 
I can’t really think of a name, but I would love to collaborate with a clothing designer, preferably 
someone who gives new life to old vintage clothes.

What are your plans for the future? 
I will probably take each day as they come and see where life takes me. Right now, I like not 
knowing what I want in the future.

You can find out more about Annette on her website. 

Q & A

-50-  ISSUE seven ISSUE seven   -51-

http://www.annettepehrsson.se/


SKERMUNKIL
Skermunkil is a South African jewellery design studio run 

by husband and wife team Marietjie Beeslaar and Rory 
Mountjoy. They live and work in Muizenberg, Cape Town, 
with their dog Happy, who is “the best dog in the world”.  

All images copyright Skermunkil

Rory and Marietjie are a great example of the successful balance 
between practical skills and creative thought – proof that, when 
done right, work and personal life can mix with masterful effect. 
While Marietjie is responsible for the more creative aspects of 
the business, Rory is the engine that crafts and creates the final 
jewellery pieces. “We work in different ways”, says Marietjie, “a 
lot of the time I am in my head thinking, while Rory will quietly 
just get on with things”. 

Craft is an essential part of Skermunkil’s creative process.
Marietjie is very motivated to learn new skills, taking joy from 
the process of making much more than the finished pieces. 

Skermunkil’s latest collection moves away from 
the more whimsical aesthetic of their previous 
work. Taking inspiration from simple lines and 
strong geometric patterns, Marietjie and Rory have 
created a collection that is striking, sophisticated 
and contemporary, without losing the handcrafted 
aesthetic that is so integral to their brand.
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Marietjie and Rory have a lot of plans for Skermunkil in 2012. 
In February, they are collaborating with Take Care Clothing 
designer Jessica Harwood at the Design Indaba Expo. “We will 
have a shared space and are looking at designing/making some 
products together, along with beautiful packaging”.  
 
They have recently launched an online shop, designed by talented 
graphic designer and blogger Diana Moss.  
 
Keep an eye on Marietjie’s blog for more Skermunkil updates.
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JULIAN CALLOS
The work of Julian Callos is part cartoon 
fantasy, part pop culture coupled with a 

dash of melancholy. Each illustration is a 
glimpse into the mind of a shy man with a 
vast imagination and even greater talent. 

All images copyright Julian Callos
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Julian currently lives and works as a freelance 
illustrator in Los Angeles. He was born in the 
Philippines in 1987 and moved to Los Angles when 
he was three. As a child, Julian was captivated 
by the cartoons he watched on TV- an interest 
that inspired him to pick up his crayons and start 
drawing. In 2009, he graduated from the Otis 
College of Art and Design, a place where he was 
exposed to many emergent artists and illustrators 
who helped to grow his talent and range.

Julian created the Spirit Animals series in 2010 as 
gifts for a group of close friends who had shared 
a workspace with him while studying. During the 
countless hours they had shared together, each 
person had chosen a spirit animal to reflect their 
unique personalities. Julian thought that bringing 
these animals to life through sculpture would be 
meaningful expression of their time together. 

“some of my inspirations include 
cartoons and comics, so i wanted the 
sculptures to reflect those stylistic 
influences and to look like how i 
would draw them on paper. as time-
consuming as the project was, i really 
loved working on it and the reactions 
of my friends when i gave them their 
sculptures was worth all the work!”
Julian created 17 spirit animals in total, with each 
animal taking approximately 6-8 hours to complete. 
The inner structure, made of armature wire and 
aluminum foil, was used to get the pose and fill out 
most of the form. This was then covered that with 
polymer clay, baked and sanded until smooth.  
Julian then painted the sculptures with a mixture  
of acrylics, gouache and finished them with a glossy 
acrylic spray. He also made a spirit animal for 
himself – a rabbit.

Julian has a visual column called “LA-LA Land” in 
LA weekly where he explores the weird, beautiful 
and eccentric aspects of Los Angeles. He has also 
participated in a number of group and solo shows in 
and around America.

Be sure to visit Julian’s website for more of his 
exceptional work.
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I scream, you scream, we all scream 
for ice cream…particularly when it’s 
handmade and just plain delicious. 

All images copyright The Creamery

The Creamery is a new ice cream company based in Cape that produces: “local, 
sustainable, natural, really-truly-made-from-scratch ice cream”. We think 
those are all good reasons to give them our stamp of approval.

The Creamery makes their ice cream from ingredients sourced from local 
family farms in the Western Cape. Churned in small batches to ensure a rich 
and creamy texture, The Creamery’s ice cream is a traditional custard recipe 
made from the cream, milk, eggs and sugar. It is also free from artificial 
flavourants, preservatives or thickeners.

THE CREAMERY
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“We go to a lot of effort to source 
ingredients that are grown and 

produced in a way that is kind to  
the environment and to animals, at 
the time of year they are in season, 

and tasting the best”
In the summer months you can 
expect more fruity and fresh  
flavours like grapefruit blossom, 
mulberry yoghurt swirl and 
chocolate cherry, while in  
winter The Creamery produces 
more comforting flavours like 
butter pecan, rooibos chai and 
toasted almond. 

One of The Creamery’s latest 
initiatives is their Ice Cream Club, 
which is an exclusive community 
of loyal ice cream fans. Think of it 
as your modern day A-Team, but 
instead of guns and pyrotechnics, 
their secret talents lie in eating 
and having access to the finest ice 
cream in the Cape. Each month 
for three months, Ice Cream Club 

members receive three pints 
of seasonal flavours to enjoy. 
Members also get free birthday 
cones, new flavour sneak previews, 
invites to ice cream tastings, 
competitions and discounts. 

The Creamery ice cream is 
currently only available at markets 
and restaurants in and around Cape 
Town. If you are in the area, you 
can also order 500ml take-home 
pints from their webshop. We live in 
hope that The Creamery team will 
expand their reach to Johannesburg 
and Durban sometime soon. 

For more about The Creamery and 
their delicious endeavours be sure 
to visit their website.
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ROB’S  
WOODGRAIN BIKES

Rob Pollock has been perfecting 
the art of faux woodgraining 

for over four decades. This New 
Zealand-based craftsman learnt 

his trade while working as a 
panel beater at RJ Pollock & Sons, 
a premier panel and paint repair 
company founded by his father.



Rob’s son Aaron had been itching for Rob 
to woodgrain a bike frame for years and 

finally convinced him to give it a go.  
The finished frames had what Rob called: 

“the shit hot factor” 
Thus, a father and son custom bike 

business was born.



The hand-painted woodgrain technique is traditionally 
used in the restoration of classic cars and vintage hot 
rods. But when Rob’s youngest son Aaron joined the 
company, he offered Rob the challenge to expand his 
woodgraining talent to other mediums. 

Aaron had been itching for Rob to woodgrain a bike 
frame for years and finally convinced him to give it  
a go. The finished frames had what Rob called  
“the shit hot factor”. Thus, a father and son custom  
bike business was born.

Each bike is hand-painted by Rob and usually takes a 
week to complete. The bike is stripped down to raw  
metal, after which a primer colour is applied to the frame. 
The bike is then sprayed with a combination of colours 
dependent on the choice of wood finish. The three  
wood options are: “Grey Aye”, “Bloody Brown” or  
“Sh*t Hot Brown”.

To achieve Rob’s unique woodgrain he takes a special 
brush to the still-wet coat of paint, meticulously revealing 
slivers of the layer beneath it, a process known in the 
lumber industry as burl-esque. He then applies a special 
“fogging” technique on the frame’s joints to make them 
slightly darker, as it would look like in typical wood 
joints. The final step is coating the whole frame with a 
protective gloss coat, for depth and shine. Given that each 
frame is painted by hand, each bike that leaves Rob’s 
workshop is a unique, one-of-a-kind design.

Rob and Aaron aim to keep creating custom  
woodgrain bikes as long as there is still demand.  
They are also talking to Fossil watches about doing a 
woodgrain line of watches, which are sure to be fine 
pieces of craftsmanship. 

For more information about Rob and his insanely 
awesome work, take a trip over to his website.
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All images copyright Ceramik B

Photography: Elida Arrizza 

CERAMIK B.
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Basma Osama is a ceramicist based in Montreal, Canada, known for her 
delicate and refined handcrafted ceramics. Since 2006, Basma has been running 
Ceramik B. – a ceramic concept studio that produces a carefully curated range 
of porcelain tableware.

Ceramik B.’s porcelain pieces are defined by a minimalist aesthetic and inspired 
by organic forms. Whether it is a bowl, plate or serving platter, each ceramic 
foregrounds line and form as primary design details. Ceramik B.’s pared down 
design is carried through in the muted tonal range of their collections. 

The subtle design approach of Ceramik B. works to highlight the texture of the  
clay and the elegant shape of each piece, which can stand-alone or integrate 
seamlessly with other ceramics. As tactile objects, Ceramik B. pieces create  
special sensory moments when people use them in everyday rituals, such as  
drinking tea or sharing a meal.
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Nouma is a beautiful example of Basma’s ability to marry function 
with her clean and organic aesthetic - this pair of interlocked salt 
and pepper shakers feature grooves and curves, which naturally 
accommodate each other. We also liked her Buni design; a cup-like 
vessel that fits easily into the palm of two hands and can be used for 
lattes, hot chocolate and soup.

Recently Basma has been experimenting with porcelain, pushing the 
limits of the material with great artistic effect. She is currently working on 
a wall piece, as well as continuing to develop new tablewear products 
and working on custom projects.

 
For more of Basma’s sophisticated work visit the Ceramik B. website. 
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James Mudge has been in the furniture 
making business since his birth in 1977.  

His father, Julian Mudge owned a business 
called Knysna Forest Furniture, which, 

during its peak, employed over 50 skilled 
cabinetmakers. As a child visiting his  
father’s factory, James developed an 
appreciation for wood, particularly  

the indigenous hardwoods from the 
Knysna forest. 

Growing up in this creative environment  
fully equipped James with the skills and 
expertise to graduate from the wooden 

boats of his childhood, to the refined 
furniture he makes today.

All images copyright James Mudge

JAMES 
MUDGE 
FURNITURE  
STUDIO
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James studied Architecture at UCT, where he finessed his design aesthetic 
and appreciation for construction. He then travelled and worked in the UK as 
a window designer for Ralph Lauren, before moving on to France where he 
restored farmhouses and grew his love for carpentry. 

Three years ago, James returned to Cape Town to start James Mudge 
Furniture Studio, which specialises in the design and manufacture of quality, 
handcrafted furniture. The studio is comprised of a small team of highly 
trained artisans, who employ traditional cabinet making techniques to create 
furniture that is clean and contemporary, without losing the workmanship 
and detail of craftwork. James remains a strong believer in the longevity of 
traditional modes of manufacturing:

“I think that there will always be a market for 
beautifully made things. Not everyone can 
afford or appreciate them, but there will always 
be people that want something truly special 
and unique” 
He also follows an environmentally ethical approach when sourcing materials. 
James only uses wood from sustainable sources or wood from alien species. 
His collaboration with interior designer Christiaan Barnard for the La Motte 
restaurant is a great example of how furniture can seamlessly interact with 
a natural environment. Using a palette of the finest wood, James created 
monumental 6m-long tree hugging tables that did not interfere or disrupt the 
beautiful surroundings of the restaurant. 

For more of James Mudge Furniture Studio’s beautiful work, be sure to visit 
their website. 
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MARIA  
APARICIO  
PUENTES

Maria Aparicio Puentes was born  
30 years ago in the city of Santiago  
in Chile. As a child, she was drawn  
to the intuitive quality of visual art  
because of its creative but clearly  

defined work process. Maria’s desire  
for structured creativity continued  
later on in life when she decided to  

study Architecture at university.  
In 2009, she went to Barcelona to 

complete her Masters in Urban  
Design, focusing on public art, civic 
participation and their implication in 

urban and social regeneration. 

All images copyright Maria Aparicio Puentes

Image by Rachel Louise Hodgson
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image by Hedi Slimane

Maria is currently working on developing two creative projects 
with another Chilean architect Claudio Troncoso Rojas: Time of 
the Thieves  and Panamericana. These collaborative projects, 
inspired Maria to experiment with thread work on found 
photographs sourced from Flickr. 

Maria plans to work on her own photographs someday, but 
is currently enjoying the creative relationships created from 
intervening in someone else’s work. “The way I have done it 
until now is by working on other’s pictures”, says Maria, “I think 
it will demand too much from myself to be able to conceive an 
interesting image that invites me to work on it”.

Maria likes to intervene on black and white images  
because they are a more “neutral” base to work from.  
Monochromatic photographs allow Maria’s brightly coloured 
thread work to be the central character of the composition, 
showing links, structures and connections  
that were not evident before.

“For me, the image has certain geometric 
patterns, sequences and elements that 
in my mind, are asking to be connected. 
I think that the essence of an image can 
be made more interesting through the 
overlapping of information, which in this 
case can be the visualisation of an 
invisible geometry”
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Image by Martin Mercado

Image by Sasha Mademuaselle

Image by Claudio A. Troncoso Rojas

“I think that the works that I have liked the most, 
have been those where the points of origin really 
answer to the elements that I find in the image and 
the connections are evident enough. Those where 
the connections between dots are absolutely clear, 
and where I don’t have to make up anything.”
Maria is returning to Chile in March to start a career in multidisciplinary Architecture. 
Visit her Flickr feed for more of her amazing thread art.
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All images copyright Our Paper Shop

OUR PAPER SHOP

“There is something special about holding rich paper in your 
hands, reading the message that has been carefully printed on 

it and enjoying every inch of the carefully designed piece.”  

Bre Radermacher and Emma Robertson are the two design and paper enthusiasts 
behind Our Paper Shop, a collaborative online store that stocks beautifully 
designed paper products from cards to calendars, stationary and stamps. 
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Our Paper Shop was started in 2011 as a way for Emma and Bre to share their skills, inspiration and expertise by  
creating designer paper goods. Having worked on a few projects before going into business together, they already  
knew they had great creative chemistry. Both had backgrounds in graphic design, which gave them a keen sense for 
aesthetic detail and quality paper. 

Our Paper Shop’s aesthetic reflects Bre and Emma’s distinct personalities and design approaches – simple and modern, 
with a touch of femininity. Their work celebrates the tactile and tangible quality of paper – promoting more handmade 
modes of communication but still remaining current by accessing paper lovers around the world through the Internet.

Bre and Emma are currently working on growing their business and developing a number of concepts for upcoming 
ranges, which will be released throughout the year. Visit the Our Paper Shop blog for more updates. 
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Despite humble beginnings, 
Honest Chocolate has now  
become a much sought after 
delicacy by foodies and chocolate-
lovers alike. Anthony and Michael 
are our local version of the  
Mast Brothers – two artisanal 
chocolate makers with a deep 
appreciation for cacao, traditional 
processes and a meticulous eye for 
finely crafted chocolate.

“Honest” encapsulates the 
philosophy behind the chocolate. 
All Honest chocolates are made 
by hand from raw, organic and 
ethically sourced cacao originating 
from Ecuador. Honest Chocolate 
is also free from all additives, 
preservatives and emulsifiers. 
It is vegan-friendly and low 
GI – a perfect excuse to eat more 
chocolate (not that we need any). Chocolate is a temperamental 

mistress – hard to please but once you 
get it right ever so delicious. Anthony 

Gird and Michael de Klerk started 
their affair with chocolate by initially 

experimenting with raw cacao at 
home. Experimentation turned into 
decadent gifts for friends and after 
rave reviews, greedy eyes and even 

greedier hands, they started hatching 
a plan to make chocolate-making a 

full-time career.  

All images copyright Honest Chocolate

HONEST 
CHOCOLATE
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“WE BELIEVE IN KEEPING THINGS HANDCRAFTED, USING QUALITY 
ORGANICALLY PRODUCED INGREDIENTS AND MAKING A PURE 
CHOCOLATE THAT HAS A DELICIOUSLY DISTINCT FEEL AND TASTE”

Michael and Anthony have also made a concerted effort to reflect their handcrafted philosophy through the 
packaging of their chocolates. For their chocolate slab range, Anthony and Michael commissioned talented 
South African artists to create an illustration for the wrapping for their different flavours. Participating artists 
include: Jean de Wet (72% with nibs), Marsi (72% with coffee), Toby Newsome (72% with Kalahari Desert salt) 
and Michael Taylor (88%).
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The process of chocolate making is rather 
difficult requiring a delicate balance of 
science, art and a little bit of alchemy. 
Honest Chocolate is handcrafted in 
small batches using traditional chocolate 
making methods. 

Their chocolate bon bons are delicately 
hand-tempered on a granite slab, hand 

dipped and individually wrapped in  
eco-friendly paper. 

If you want to catch a glimpse of the 
chocolate masters at work be sure to visit 
the Honest Chocolate store at 66 Wale 
Street in Cape Town. If you live a little 
further afield, you can find out about the 
nearest available outlets by clicking here. 
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Elizabeth currently works a freelance illustrator based in Washington, DC. She graduated from the 
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) in 2007, where she specialised in illustration. Her average day 
involves sketching, researching, drawing, scanning, Photoshop and listening to music (the Tune Yards 
have been on heavy rotation recently). 

All images copyright In Elizabeth Graeber

ELIZABETH  
GRAEBER
What is your definition  

of handmade? 
“UNIQUE AND ONE OF A KIND.”

What is your favourite 
handmade object? 

“one of my new favorites is a 
large leaf print from my friend 

annie albagali”

The whimsical hand drawn quality of Elizabeth 
Graeber’s illustration immediately caught our 

attention when we were looking for illustrators for 
our handmade issue. Elizabeth’s work is a far cry from 
the slick vector-style illustration that is so popular at 
the moment, opting instead for a celebration of the 
imperfect quality of each line as a dynamic part of 

each illustration.
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When asked to describe her work in three words, Elizabeth replies: “whimsical, 
pattern, colour”. She draws inspiration from a variety of sources, including design 
sites, blogs, travel and animals. She also names Carson Ellis, Mike Perry and 
Yelena Bryksenkova as inspiring peers in the field of illustration. 

http://www.carsonellis.com/
http://www.mikeperrystudio.com/
http://ybryksenkova.blogspot.com/


Elizabeth is busy working on drawings for a new and expanded 
version of “An Illustrated Guide to Cocktails”, as well as creating 
drawings for a USPS blog about stamps. Her future plans include 
illustrating fabric and wallpaper – two projects we think she 
would be quite splendid at.

Take a look at Elizabeth’s portfolio or browse her online shop for 
more of her beautiful illustration.

http://www.elizabethgraeber.com/
http://www.etsy.com/shop/ElizabethGraeber


All images copyright In Jia Kuan

JIIAKUANN
Jia Kuan, who works under the pseudonym 

“jiiakuann”, is a 21-year-old self-taught illustrator 
from China. She is obsessed with all things fashion, 

particularly Elle Fanning and Helena Bonham Carter. 

Despite studying Visual Communication in college, 
Jia prefers paint and pencils to digital software:

“pencil and watercolour suit my 
personal style just perfectly. 

i’m not keen on any illustration 
software, that’s probably why i 

can hardly see myself working in 
the field of design.” 
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Jia’s illustrations are primarily fashion-orientated.  
She draws her subject matter from the themes, colours, 
patterns and textures of the latest collections featured 
on the catwalk and in fashion magazines.

The Collection series is a celebration of Jia’s love for 
fashion. In these works, Jia acts as photographer and  
stylist, bringing the clothing and models to life 
through her pen work. 
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Boys Boys Boys and Youth are inspired by the mesmerising images of 
renowned photographer Hedi Slimane, who spoke of the clothing in his 
images as a means to explore his subject matter (the boys). Jia also sees 
her drawings as a tribute to youthful culture. 

The Room is an exploration of the intimacy and 
chemistry that is experienced between people and  
how a room can contain this interaction.
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Scenario deals with how the cinematic medium 
alters and separates its audience from reality. 
Jia aims to play with these conventions in the 
Scenario series, a project that she hopes will 
give her the opportunity to illustrate posters for 
upcoming films.

Take a look at Jia’s flickr stream for more 
illustrated sartorial inspiration.
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The beautifully faceted Snowpuppe 
lampshades were born from the creative 
pairing of architect, Nellianna van Baard 

and industrial designer, Kenneth Veenenbos. 
Both Nellianna and Kenneth were looking 

for a project that moved away from 
impersonal and mass-produced projects. 

Instead, they wanted a project that  
would give them the opportunity to work 

on a small-scale to create a flexible and 
polished product.

All images copyright Studio Snowpuppe

STUDIO 
SNOWPUPPE
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High on Nelliana and Kenneth’s list of priorities when creating the 
Snowpuppe lampshade range was to achieve a durable and functional 
product that had minimal impact on its surrounding environment.  The 
lampshade is deliberately made to be lightweight and folded to reduce 
packaging costs. The design also works well with energy-saving light bulbs to 

create a warm and cosy lighting effect. 

The word “Snowpuppe” is inspired by a fictional story about 
Snowpuppe, a clever snowman living in the Arctic. Snowpuppe 
wanted to use light bulbs to light his way through the dark Arctic 
winter but was afraid of melting himself and his house. After the 
gift of an energy-saving light bulb from Santa Claus, Snowpuppe 
created an ingenious diamond-shaped lampshade to solve his 
problem and lift his winter depression. All the other Snowpuppes in 
the Artic wanted one of their own lampshades, so Nellianna and 
Kenneth decided to help him out with the workload.

Snowpuppe’s geometric paper lampshades are made from  
flat pieces of a high quality FSC-certified paper called Butterfly, 
which is available in variety of colours from Canary Yellow to  
Grey. The paper is carefully folded using a mix of industrial 
production and production by hand to create a striking and 
sculptural design object. 

The folds on the lampshade encourage a dynamic play  
between shadow and light – balancing the stark architectural 
quality of the lampshade with the softer, more natural light  
that the lamp emits.
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For Studio Snowpuppe’s full portfolio, do take some time to 
peruse their website.

The Chestnut lampshade is a great example of Snowpuppe’s 
economical design, which is folded from a single piece of 
Butterfly paper. The structure of the lampshade is inspired 
by the experience of opening a chestnut, which has a more 
modular shape on the outside but is curved on the inside.

The Moth lampshade is a much more delicate and feminine 
design, inspired by a quote by Don Marquis in “Arcy and 
Mehitabel”, which reads: “I was talking to a moth the other 
evening, he was trying to break into an electric light bulb 
and fry himself on the wires”. We like the rather macabre 
inspiration and we think it is rendered to beautiful effect.
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When we stumbled across the work of 19-year-old college student 
Hanna Oh, we were highly impressed with the level of craftsmanship 

she was able to produce at such a young age.     

Hanna is currently studying at Rhode Island School of Design, 
majoring in Industrial Design and Art History. She is using her  

time at Rhode to explore her creative range and to hone her skills.

Hanna is an idealistic and passionate designer. She strongly believes 
in the role Visual Communication plays in making positive  

changes in the world: 

 

“I hope to one day implement art 
and design as an instrument in 
creating solutions to a number  

of the global issues we face”

Hanna aims to inspire others through beautiful and  
functional design.

HANNA OH

All images copyright Hannah Oh
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BIRDHOUSE 

Taking cues from the function of a phonograph, the birdhouse is designed to emulate 
the sound of birdsong.  Mimicking natural elements, the flower like structure of the 
birdhouse is made up of organic curves to blend in with natural surroundings.

SPOON  

Spoon is a beautifully handcrafted design object made from walnut and cherry wood.  
The design, which incorporates a spoon and a fork, follows a similar format to a 
traditional Swiss Army Knife or foldout knives. It is a great balance of progressive 
design combined with more handmade elements. 

TANGERINE 

Tangerine forms part of Hanna’s experimentation with non-conventional materials.  
She created the sculpture by using approximately 3058 gummy bears to create the  
form and colour of a tangerine and melted Styrofoam cups to sculpt the peel.

To see more of Hanna’s work, please visit her website.

BIRDHOUSE

SPOON  

TANGERINE
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the handmade cover

The “handmade” theme is one near 
and dear to our hearts, so for this 
issue we wanted to celebrate it in an 
extra special way.

A magazine’s cover makes the vital 
first impression and sets the tone 
for the contents of the issue. As a 

result, we really wanted to make 
the cover for our handmade issue 
count. Four of our talented staff were 
selected to create their own cover 
design inspired by the theme – the 
only limitation was that they had to 
incorporate handmade elements in 
their creative process.
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Catherine drew her inspiration from the wide variety of brightly coloured embroidery thread she sourced from 
a local haberdashery. After drawing typography onto a piece of stretched canvas, the countless hours of hand 
stitching began. Colours were carefully selected and combined for their visual impact and to accentuate the 
texture of the final work. 

Rowan Toselli and Catherine Green  
both experimented with thread and 
typography to explore the handmade 
theme. Rowan has a deep love for 
typography, so his design process began 
with the selection of a typeface. He then 
customised the typography through 
a series of hand drawn sketches to 
accentuate the curves and shapes of  
each character for a more handcrafted 
feel. The design was then stitched into  
a piece of white felt using a sewing 
machine. The threads were deliberately 
left uncut to highlight the materials and 
the process that went into making it.
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Gordon Bakkes created his own hand drawn type, which 
is delightfully playful and organic. The type is inspired 
by a childhood memory of rolls of fabric that his mother 
used to design and print. Gordon had always been 
passionate about printmaking but had never designed 
his own screen print, so the NICE Magazine cover was 
the perfect opportunity to try it out. He scanned the 
hand-drawn typography onto his computer, redrew it 
digitally and separated the work into 3 colours. Three 
screens were created for each of the colours and used 
for printing the final artwork. We love the result.

We couldn’t decide on our favourite cover, because we 
loved all of them so much. Our solution? A randomly 
generated front and back cover for every person who 
downloads it. We hope you like them.

Arline Stoffberg opted for a monochromatic design that featured bold geometric shapes to create an 
interesting play between positive and negative space. The design was painstakingly cut out of a lino  
tile and printed by hand. The process of cutting a lino tile is hard to do neatly or perfectly and this 
unevenness was exploited to contrast with the precision of the geometric subject matter. The handmade 
theme is visible in the irregular quality of the final print, which unlike its subject matter becomes  
more organic due to its flaws.
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If you are a fan of bicycles you will love 
Christopher Perry’s wacky handmade packaging 
for crank arms. If you like fight clubs or beer  
(or both), Benedict Moyer’s concept packaging 
for Boxer Lager is sure to go down like an ice 
cold brewski on a lazy afternoon. We’ve also got 
some beautiful seed packaging for those who like 
to get their hands dirty.

Our print advertising round up is provocative 
and imaginative, from hand-cut leaf art and 
Socialist-propaganda style posters to naked 
people promoting clothing.  We hope you enjoy 
this mixed bag of visual treats.

PRINT
PACKAGING7

For this issue our print advertising and packaging feature is all about 
hands. Whether they are handcrafted, handmade or just provide 
a helping hand, this selection of print and packaging are all great 
examples of our theme.
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Spanish illustrator Lorenzo Durán and advertising agency 
Paz Comunicação Estratégica collaborated on a campaign to 
stop deforestation in dwindling green areas. Lorenzo created 
illustrations to show how deforestation can damage and  
affect vital ecosystems even more than city residents.  
These illustrations were then hand cut into leaves using a 
technique akin to traditional Spanish Picado paper cutting. 
Great handmade work.

SÓ AÇÃO SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT Credits: 

Advertising Agency 

Paz Comunicação 

Estratégica, São Paulo, 

Brazil 

Creative Director 

Leonardo Parnes 

Art Director 

Marcelo Maciel 

Copywriter 

Leonardo Parnes 

Illustrator  

Lorenzo Durán 

Planner  

Einhart Jácome da Paz 

Executive Account 

Alexandra Raffa
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We really love this print campaign for the UNICEF Tap Project 
created by New York agency Droga5. The UNICEF Tap Project 
garners the support of restaurants to ask their patrons to donate $1 or 
more for the tap water they usually enjoy for free. Collected funds are 
used to support UNICEF’s efforts to bring clean and accessible water 
to millions of children around the world.

The campaign takes reference from the visual style of Socialist 
propaganda posters, beautifully executed by illustrator Tavis 
Coburn. Each image is focused on hands – an image that has become 
synonymous with the idea of unity, support, justice and strength. 
The graphic poster format coupled with bold text and bright 
complimentary colours represents a compelling case for a cause 
worth fighting for. 

UNICEF TAP PROJECT

Credits: 

Advertising Agency:  

Droga5, New York, 

USA 

Illustrator 

Tavis Coburn
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Credits: 

Advertising Agency 

TBWA, Istanbul, Turkey 

Executive Creative Director  

Ilkay Gurpinar 

Copywriter  

Evren Dograr 

Art Director 

Caglar Biyikoglu 

Photographer 

Emre Dogru, 212 

Productions 

Illustrator  

Yasin Aktasgil, 212 

Productions 

Account Supervisor 

Arda Gorgun, Melis 

Inceer 

Advertiser’s Supervisor 

Ahu Yagtu 

Account Manager 

Burcu Ozdemir

TBWA Turkey created this rather risqué campaign for boutique 
vintage store Second Chance. In each advert, TBWA portrays 
scenarios from previous decades where the characters are left naked 
after literally having their clothing stolen off their bodies. TBWA did 
a great job of capturing the aesthetic of each decade through location, 
hair and make-up. It’s also a good example of selling clothes without 
featuring them at all – absence makes the heart grow fonder after all.

SECOND CHANCE VINTAGE BOUTIQUE
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BOXER LAGER
Boxer Lager is cold-filtered lager originating from Western Canada. It is also the centerpiece of this 
excellent concept packaging by Benedict Moyer. 

Benedict Moyer grew up in a small town in the Canadian prairies called Neepawa.  He is currently 
studying graphic design at Red River College in Winnipeg, Canada, and forms part of  501 Collective.  
We chose his packaging because of his talent for handmade or crafted details: 
 
Benedict’s aim with the Boxer Lager project was to create a packaging concept that showed boxing in a 
new way, while still retaining the history and iconography of the sport. The design has a distinctive tactile 
quality - from the natural materials used in the carrier and twine, right down to the hand-carved cork. 
Stylistically, the typography, graphics and colours create a respectful nod to vintage fight posters. The 
neck of the lager bottle draws reference from rituals of boxing by being wrapped in a similar fashion to how 
fighters wrap their hands for fights and training.

The main icon of the label design is a black eye – a common and rugged identifier of esteemed fighters in 
the boxing community. To some a black eye is the mark of a true champion and Benedict played on this 
idea with the tagline “Beer of Champions”.  A custom handle that mimics the shape of the graphic is the 
finishing touch to what we think is top class packaging concept.

For more about Benedict and his work, visit his website or Behance.

All images copyright Benedict Moyer
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All images copyright Frank Aloi 

THE LITTLE VEGGIE PATCH COMPANY
 

The Little Veggie Patch Company is a Melbourne-based 
business that specialises in the design, installation 
and maintenance of chemical-free fruit and vegetable 
gardens. Founded in 2008 by Matthew Pember and Fabian 
Capomolla, The Little Veggie Patch Company aims to 
motivate people to live greener lifestyles by growing their  
own vegetables.

Australian graphic designer Frank Aloi was commissioned to 
create packaging for their Heirloom Seed Range. A heirloom 
vegetable is a cultivar that was commonly grown pre-1950’s, 
which is not used in modern large-scale agriculture.  
Many heirloom vegetables have kept their traits through  
open pollination. 

The brief was to create attractive seed packaging that was 
versatile enough to be sold in non-traditional outlets  
(such as gift and book stores) and could be mailed to  
interstate clients. It also had to refer to the quality and  
history of the Heirloom range.

To achieve the desired look and feel Frank referenced more 
antiquated visual styling in the development of his design: 

“SINCE THE TERM HEIRLOOM REFERS TO AN OLD VARIETY,  
IT WAS FITTING THAT THE PACKAGING COMMUNICATE  
WITH TYPOGRAPHY AND ILLUSTRATION TO REFLECT A 
VINTAGE FEEL”

We think Frank did a stellar job. Make sure you check out 
more of his cool work by visiting his website. 
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All images copyright Christopher Perry

UNCLE WILLY’S WONKY CRANK ARMS
Christopher Perry is a 23-year-old bicycling designer, currently 
studying Media and Communication Science at Linköping University 
in Sweden. Christopher also studied Graphic Design at Shillington 
College in London. 

The Uncle Willy’s Wonk Crank Arms project was born from 
Christopher’s love for bicycle culture and a desire to “create  
something that I could actually hold in my hands”. He conceived  
a fictional premium cycling company called Uncle Willy’s that 
specialised in handmade products. The name was chosen to reflect  
the company as a family-run business.

Once Christopher had locked down the name and branding he turned 
his attention to creating a packaging design for crank arms, a bicycle 
component that had been laying around his apartment for some time. 
Christopher named them: “Wonky Crank Arms”, to give the product 
some humour and to refer to their handmade quality.

The crank arms are housed in a wooden box. Christopher hand-carved 
the name of the company into the sides of the box, added leather hinges 
and finished it off with mahogany lacquer to achieve a polished look and 
feel. The whole project took about 3 days to complete, from polishing 
the crank arms to photographing the finished product.

Christopher is currently working on a couple of personal projects.  
Keep your eyes on his Behance profile for more updates.
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For this issue we asked our contributors to create 
a collection of things that explored the theme: 
“handmade”.  Each person was carefully picked 
because of their appreciation for handmade 
processes and objects. We were definitely not 
disappointed with the results.

Bruce Cowie and his wife Qiuzi Zhang Cowie, a.k.a. 
Design is a good idea, teamed up to create a bold 
collection of objects. Rowan Toselli’s collection 
shows this graphic designer’s keen appreciation for 
craft and his astute eye for awesome things. Artist 
Landi Raubenheimer’s collection is a delightful mix 
of kitsch, nostalgia and sculpture. Finally, musician 
and photographer Douglas Bower  showcases his 
appreciation for the finer things in life, from a 
handcrafted pipe to a treasured Swedish axe. It’s a 
treat - go and see.

THE HANDMADE EDITION

10
THINGS

Each issue we ask interesting people to select 
and photograph ten things that they like, 

appreciate or get inspired by.
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We liked their collection so much we even allowed them an extra item.

 

BRUCE COWIE AND 
QIUZI ZHANG-COWIE

Bruce Cowie and Qiuzi Zhang-Cowie 
are the talented duo behind Design is 

a good idea, an international design 
resource and creative hub based in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Bruce and Qiuzi like to collaborate with 
talented local and international illustrators, 

artists and designers, on a number of creative 
projects. They created a bright and bold Ten 

Things for us, which showcases their talents and 
the creative work they admire. 
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8. Hong Kong Skyline (handmade by school kids in 
Japan exclusively for MUJI)   
A cute memento from our last trip through Hong Kong 
and China.

9. Limited Edition ‘Crazysmiles’ Exhibition Ticket  
by Michael Lau  
A ticket from Michael Lau’s 20 Year anniversary 
exhibition in Hong Kong. Michael Lau is the godfather  
of urban vinyl toys and we are big fans and collectors  
of his work.

10. Reconstructed Vase by Bruce Cowie 
Handmade by someone in Namibia and then smashed 
and reconstructed by me.

11. Handmade Notebook by Qiuzi Zhang-Cowie 
Qiuzi makes these cool notebooks, sketchbooks and 
diaries out of old children’s books.

Take a look at Bruce and Qz’s website, Facebook or Flickr  
for more examples of their work.

1. Original Chaostrophy Painting by Bruce Cowie 
One in a huge series of collages and paintings made from 
thrown away rubbish.

2. Trash Magnet Lamp by Qiuzi Zhang-Cowie  
and Bruce Cowie 
We love trying to transform cheap and nasty garbage into 
beautiful objects that someone would want to own.

3. Assorted Origami Creations by Qiuzi Zhang-Cowie 
Qiuzi earned a black belt in papercuts in Hong Kong at a 
very early age.

4. Altar Boy Ceramic Sculpture by Graphic Airlines  
Graphic Airlines are close friends and art terrorists based 
in Hong Kong. This piece is one of many gifts they have 
given us over the years.

5. Soup Bowl by Hannah Hughes  
We’ve known Hannah for ages and love the quirky things 
she makes.

6. Guh Handcrafted Wooden Toy by Collective Efforts  
Another treasured gift from some very talented young 
friends, Rowan Toselli and Lorne Schnugh.

7. Olympus PEN-D Half Frame Film Camera 
A beautiful, old school hand assembled camera  
made in Japan - one of Qiuzi’s favorites from her vast 
camera collection.
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ROWAN TOSELLI
Rowan Toselli is a talented graphic 

designer, boulderer (a fancy word for a 
person who climbs big rocks for fun) and 

a fine tea-maker. He was born in 1988 
and spent most of his childhood counting 
acorns and drawing with wax crayons at 
the Waldorf School. He then went on to 
study Graphic Design at the University 
of Johannesburg where he developed a 
love for character design and doodling. 

He is also one half of Collective Efforts, a 
collective who create the coolest objects 

and toys out of wood. 

RUMPERT
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9. Craft Knife 
Olfa makes the best craft knife. It’s not as clumsy as a 
normal Stanley knife, it fits perfectly in your hand and 
feels like a pen.

10. French Pocketknife 
Laguiole are handmade French pocketknives. I have 
always collected knives and this is my most precious one. 

1

2

3

4

5

6
7 8

9
10

1. Handmade Potato Gun 
This potato gun was one of my first toys as a child; it 
originally belonged to my dad.

2. Wooden Handmade Duck by Collective Efforts 

3. Artwork on Wood 
I bought this artwork at my first group exhibition “New 
Suburbia”. Keti illustrated this awesome work on an 
amazing piece of wood.

4. Tin Wind Up Car 
My family collects all sorts of odd things and tin wind up 
cars are one of them.

5. Chisels 
Carpentry is one of my favorite things to do and these are 
my chisels.

6. Wide Tip Markers 
One of the necessary tools for illustrating.

7. Felt Tip Markers  
They are always in my pocket; I use them on a daily basis.

8. Clutch-Pens  
Clutch-pens are my favorite pencils; they are great for 
sketching down quick ideas or notes.
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Her latest project is group exhibition entitled Pointure, with various artists including Stefanus Rademeyer, Gavin 
Younge and Leora Farber, which will be exhibited at the UJ gallery in 2012.  We invite you to take a look at her eclectic 
and eccentric collection of Ten Things.

 

LANDI RAUBENHEIMER
Landi Raubenheimer is an artist, lecturer and 

illustrator working in Johannesburg. After 
completing her Master’s degree in Fine Art in 

2005, she was hired as a lecturer in History of Art 
and Design at the University of Johannesburg. 

She has participated in various group exhibitions 
locally and internationally and has been a finalist 

in the Absa l’atelier competition, as well as the 
Sasol New Signatures competition. 
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1. Red Shoes  
I got these red cowboy boots in Thailand. They are 
handmade and everything is leather, they are bound to last 
the rest of my life. The red zori I found in a second-hand 
shop in Pretoria, they don’t fit me, but they symbolise my 
alter-ego, who must be Japanese.

2. Dead People  
This portrait is one of my favourite things in my house. I 
have a friend who calls them ‘the dead people’, but I just 
love the way this 1930’s photograph has been composited 
by hand and colourised, even the frame has been painted 
by hand to resemble real wood. 

3. John Steinbeck  
My favourite writer and possibly (for now) my favourite 
book. I also love the “object-ness” of books as they age.

4. Ceramic Bunnies 
These were made and given to me by my good friend and 
fellow artist Paul Cooper. We often collaborate and we 
share a love of all things kitsch. 

5. Japanese Handmade Bowl with Bunny Motifs  
I bought this in Kyoto in 2008. The Japanese aestheticise 
everything they do, their attention to detail is evident in 
their craftsmanship.

6. Guy du Toit’s Thumb  
I attended a really fun workshop at his foundry and 
came away with a bronze sculpture, as well as one of the 
sculptor’s thumbs. 

7. Bronze Framed Domed Mirror  
These are such lovely metaphors for the camera lens and 
the human eye. Bronze is also my new favourite metal and 
I couldn’t resist the springboks and proteas on the frame. 

8. Cake Tin with Needlework Stuff  
I use this all the time. I grew up sewing thanks to my 
mom. Hand crafts are the ultimate meditation and 
creative expression, because it is not as “serious” as art. It 
is my safe place. 

9. Tapestry 
Craft. 

10. Crochet 
More craft. Enough said.

1.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.7.

8.

9.

10.
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Photo credit: Ross Garrett

DOUGLAS BOWER
Douglas Bower is a man of many talents. 

In the daytime he works as a photographer, 
but at night he takes the stage as the lead 

guitarist of local band Desmond the Tutus. 
He came up with a rather manly collection 

of handmade things. 
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9. Flies for Fishing 
If there is one thing I like to do more than drinking  
whiskey and smoking a pipe, it’s drinking whiskey and  
smoking a pipe after a long day of fly-fishing. These are  
some of the flies I’ve tied.

10. Handmade Clock 
My friend Theunis made this clock. I’m not sure if it’s a duck 
or a goose but it’s one of the favourite objects on my wall.

1.

7.

1. Pipe 
I whittled this pipe using a Dremel. I then sanded it down 
and stained it. All the sawdust was worth it. Now I can 
smoke a pipe after dinner, which is damn awesome.

2. Chanter 
I come from Scottish stock, which means that somewhere 
many years ago one of my family members wore a kilt. I 
taught myself how to play the bagpipes using this chanter. 
It was a tricky business but after passing out a few times I 
think I got the hang of it.

3. Husqvarna Axe   
There is nothing better than chopping wood.  Husqvarna 
axes are the coolest axes – they are hand forged from 
Swedish steel. 

4. Knives 
I collect knives and these are two of my favourites. One is a 
Japanese folding knife, the other is a gift from my father.

5. Ceramic bowl by Chris Green 
My soon-to-be father in law used to be a ceramicist and he 
made this bowl. I’m not sure why he gave it up because he 
was really amazing at it. 

6. Photographic print of Johan de Lange  
My friend Johan asked me to photograph him for the book 
jacket of his children’s book. He was a great subject. I wish  
I could take more pictures of him but he lives in  
Amsterdam now.

7. Hand Rolled Cigarette 
I don’t smoke cigarettes, but these hand rolled ones always 
remind me of my friend Ross Garrett. He is an excellent 
photographer and a great friend.

8. Handmade Belt 
I made this belt. It keeps my pants up.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

8.

9.

10.
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