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Welcome to the sixth issue of NICE
Magazine, a Nicework initiative that
spreads the word about talented
creatives and their work. Every issue,
we select a theme to direct the curation
and design of our content. For this
issue we have chosen “Stuff”, which is
inspired by the coming festive season.
We have carefully selected a great mix
of design, illustration, advertising, art
and design objects that we think stand
out from the rest. This issue is one of
our biggest and best; it is guaranteed to
keep you happily occupied during the
long holiday season. So what do we
have in store for you?
First up, is a Q&A with emergent South
African photographer Leonard Miller,
whose pictures are a sight to behold.
We have an impressive list of illustrators
for you to look at, including: Ben
Newman, Caracrimen, Grand Chamaco
and Denise Nestor. Kristian Kasi’s
typography will definitely make you
look twice, particularly because he is
creating such epic work at the meagre
age of 19. Kyle Tezak and Marius Wathne,
astound us with their amazing graphic
design, while Leah Goren adds some
sartorial magic to the magazine with
her beautiful textile designs. We also
have some great industrial design on

show, from Score & Solder’s one ofa-kind terrariums, to ceramic planters
by Farrah Sit, an indoor croquet set
by Romain Lagrange and great leather
accessories from local design house
Matblac. Experimental artists and
designers, JAILmake, made us think
outside of the box with their conceptual
furniture design. Last but not least, we
have compiled a Nicework gift guide that
profiles the things we would most like to
find in our Christmas stockings.
For our regular “Ten Things” feature
we asked our contributors to select
and photograph a collection of personal
objects to represent their interpretation
of the festive season. We are really
happy with the results and we are
excited to share them with you.
Also expect some thought-provoking
advertising and beautiful packaging
design to round off this excellent issue.
A big thank you to everyone who made
this issue possible. We couldn’t have
done it without you. Thank you for your
enthusiasm and sharing your amazing
work with us. We are really proud to
showcase it. We look forward to bringing
you more amazing issues next year.
Thanks for reading!
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Newman floundered around in the
dross pits of earth for several millennia
before finally gluing his brain blocks
together, then gettin’ up and goin’
home. Since then he’s been honing his
haughty enigma status in schools and
small taverns across the countryside and

Ben

fitting himself into awkward spaces.

newman
ILLUSTR ATION
All images copyright Ben Newman
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Ben Newman has a talent for geometry and a flair
for all things modular. His blockish illustrations
are a ballsy combination of bold shapes, bright
colours and playful characters. Some have
described his work as “radically fuzzy felt
Bauhaus-folk illustration” – whatever it is; we
think his work is worth noticing.
Ben’s distinctive, slightly naïve, style has an
incredible amount of animation despite its
simplicity. He has worked on a number of creative
projects, from books to designing for a vast array
of products from packaging tape to wine labels.
This British illustrator’s talents have offered him
the opportunity to exhibit his work internationally
and find representation with Pocko People.
He also has an impressive list of clients including
the Tate, IBM, BBC Radio 4, Fantagraphics,
Selfridges London and Nobrow Press.
Make sure you follow this fellow on the internet.
Check out his website and blog.
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Kristian Kasi
“I’m interested in
typography, character
design and anything that
catches my eye or simply
looks great!”

All images copyright Kristian Kasi
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Kristian Kasi is 19 years old. We will
give you a minute to let that sink
in because you will be completely
astounded by the calibre of his
work, particularly if you are fond
of custom typography. Kristian is
originally from Zurich, Switzerland.
He spent a year at Parsons in Paris
before starting his studies in Visual
Communication at the University of
the Arts, Berlin.
It’s clear that Kristian’s true skill lies in
typography. From sinewy letterforms
to elaborate typographic
illustrations, Kristian can turn simple
text into dynamic and aesthetic
compositions. We wish we had a
small iota of his typographic talent.
Keep your eyes on this kid. He is
going to do great things.
Check out his website, blog and
Behance for more eye candy.
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Kyle

tezak
All images copyright Kyle Tezak

est
1986
Kyle Tezak is a graphic designer
and illustrator based in Chicago.
He was born in 1986, likes
reading science fiction and has a
fondness for burritos.

Kyle graduated from Southern Illinois University with a degree in
Communication Design:

“There I learned to think conceptually,
to express ideas visually and
sometimes what you don’t say is
more important than what you say.
I also learned how to make wine,
that cooking in studio apartments
makes everything you own smell
like onions and riding a bicycle for
transportation will make you feel
more connected to your city.”
All good lessons…particularly the bit about onions.
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Kyle is currently focusing on icon design
and editorial illustration- two spheres
where he shows particular aptitude. We first
noticed Kyle when he produced The Four
Icon Challenge, which was an attempt to
summarise his favourite books and movies
using only four icons.

“Boiling a story down to four

elements gave me a surprising
amount of insight into the authors
message and intentions, as well
as the role recurring objects play
in storytelling”.
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Zombie Research Society is another project, that thoroughly impressed
us. Not only because we love zombies but also for the simple and
clever execution of Kyle’s Zombie Icon Set. The Zombie Research
Society is “dedicated to raising the level of zombie scholarship in the
Arts and Sciences”.

Recently, Kyle’s packaging design has been
featured in Boxed & Labelled Two. He is also
getting a mention in Jon Hicks’ new book,
The Icon Handbook!
We were lucky enough to get a sneak peek
of a heirloom vegetable postcard series
that Kyle is currently working on, which be
available for purchase in December 2011.
Do yourself a favour and find about more
about this fellow by visiting his website,
Dribble and twitter.
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Caracrimen
Luis Safa is a Mexican creative who goes by the
pseudonym Caracrimen – a Spanish translation
of “newspeak” - derived from George Orwell’s
iconic novel 1984. Luis’s passion for illustration
started at a young age:

“I remember as a child that the
only thing that interested
me was drawing. In school I
used to get in trouble for
the pictures that I did,
mainly people that were in my
environment and my pets.
I guess I haven’t changed much;
I still sit steadily in front of a
blank page and throw
lines at it.”

All images copyright Luis Safa

Luis’s career began when he
worked at a magazine in his
hometown of Chihuahua, a
Northern state on the border
of the United States of
America. His connections at
the magazine led to more
creative projects in television;
“When I saw my drawings move

across the screen for those
adverts I was in awe!
They moved! They responded
to stimuli and that simply
floored me”. At this stage,
his work in graphic design
was quickly replaced with
a more serious pursuit of
illustration and animation.
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Luis collaborated with other creatives and close
friends to create zines, as well as participating
in exhibitions and conferences in other parts
of the country. “But I didn’t stop thinking about
the movement of my illustrations, even if I did a
mural or an editorial illustration, in my mind they
moved, blinked and turned their head, I was
directing them, I decided what they did and in
what environment.”
His interest in animation led to a collaboration
with BASA Studio to create a music video for
Marian Ruzzi & Señor Amable. The mesmerising
video titled “Una pieza más” has received an
excellent response on vimeo, blogs and
design-related websites – it is well worth a
watch. Currently Luis’s goal is to develop and
direct animations, while continuing with his
illustration work.
You can visit his website to see more of his
beautiful work.
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Denise Nestor has lived and worked as a graphic

designer in Dublin for the past 5 years. But, recently she
packed up everything to move to Toronto to focus on her
illustration - a career that she wishes to pursue in the
future as a full-time profession. We have no doubt that
she will succeed.
Denise’s delicate line work and subtle use of colour
captures her subjects in an emotive and engaging
way that is unlike many of her contemporaries.
She is also not afraid of negative space, using it
skillfully to capture a detail or a gesture. We asked
her a few questions to find out more about her
inspirations and her creative process.

Denise

nestor
ILLUSTR ATION
All images copyright Denise Nestor
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What inspires you to draw?

I am inspired by a lot of things. It’s hard to know exactly
where the inspiration comes from. I often just read a line
from a book or the lyrics to a song and an idea starts to
form in my mind. But really, everything inspires me, there
doesn’t seem to be a direct source of inspiration for me.

Describe your process.

I usually build up the composition first in Photoshop,
piecing together different elements so that I have a solid
image to reference before I get started on the actual
drawing. It helps me work out the scale and to properly
clarify the idea in my mind. I start with a light sketch and
then gradually build up the detail one area at a time. It
takes me days to complete a drawing.

You seem to be drawn to portraits over other
subject matter. Why is this?

I like how expressive portraits can be. I also like the
idea of building a story around a character with subtle
gestures and expressions.

Who are your favourite artists or illustrators?

There’s a whole list of artists I admire, it’s hard to narrow
them down but at the moment I am loving the work of
Pamela Wilson, Jenny Morgan and Tara Tucker. I also
admire the illustrators John Paul Thurlow and Richard
Kilroy; I like how unique their style is to them.

What project have you enjoyed working on
the most?

I’ve recently completed a personal project that was
really enjoyable, a wreath made up of animals and
flowers. It’s definitely the most intensive piece I’ve done
in terms of detail. I also took a different direction with
this drawing, as it’s moving away from portraiture so
that was interesting for me. I hope to continue exploring
this theme in my future drawings, it’s already led to
some new ideas for me.

Do you have any projects in the pipeline?

I’m currently working on album artwork for a Canadian
singer/songwriter. It’s an exciting project to be involved
in, but it is only in the early stages so I can’t reveal too
much about it yet. I also plan on continuing with my own
personal work.
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Denise is currently working on commissioned portraits, illustrations for magazines and books, as well as
self-initiated personal projects. Be sure to check out her website.
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Leonard Miller is an emergent local
photographer and architect with
a particular aptitude for form and
composition. Despite his technical
approach, Leonard skillfully balances
his photographs by capturing his subject
matter in a more emotive reportage style.
Leonard’s striking documentary-style
portraits of his family and friends
showcases his talent as a unique voice in
the field of South African photography.

We did a quick Q&A
with Leonard to find
out more about his
work, inspiration and
future plans.

Q&A
Leonard

miller
All images copyright Leonard Miller

Q&A
Tell us a little about yourself.

Hi my name is Leonard. I’m an architecture student who
happens to like taking photos a lot.

When did you start taking pictures and why?

That’s a good question…while I was studying architecture
at university, we had to take many photographs of
buildings and I suppose the need developed to capture
more interesting things and moments. But, I only started
to take photography seriously after my degree.

Digital photography or film photography?
I really dig film.

How does your day job (architecture) influence
your photography?

Well it taught me to really look at things…compositions,
spaces and how people interact with them is what excites
me and photography is a way to capture it.
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Tell us a little about your series titled “Looking”?

“Looking” is a series that captures a
glimpse into the life of someone
else and yet is absorbed by the knowledge
that the moment captured in the
photograph has passed. It can never be
relived or repeated. What’s left is an image
with more mystery and the desire to see
deeper - photography of the imagination,
where a picture is capable of creating
its own realities and stories.

What is your favourite object in your home?

What websites do you visit for daily inspiration?

What are you listening to at the moment?

What is the best advice you have ever received?

My bath, the one place its acceptable to be naked.

The Knife, Velvet Underground, Arcade Fire, Destroyer,
Pnau and Yo Grapes.

What is your dream photography project?

Archdaily, designboom, Ben Trovato, booooooom.

A good friend once said to me; “you have never been cool,
you will never be cool, so the sooner you accept it the
better”. I thought it was pretty good advice.

I don’t have a specific dream job. But I’m open to seeing
and capturing spaces and people that are interesting and
telling a story through beautiful images.

Do you have any projects in the pipeline?

Are there any local photographers that you feel are
creating great work?

What do you want for Christmas?

I’m currently travelling through China and taking many
photographs.
I’m always happy with a good book.

Ross Garrett is pretty awesome!

Don’t waste any more time. Go and visit Leonard’s website now.
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Leah Goren
“I love California,
pretty girls, patterns,
seeing, thinking, sunlight,
florals and the
future.”
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Leah Goren an illustrator, textile and fashion
designer who lives in Brooklyn, New York.
She is currently completing her BFA in
Illustration from the prestigious Parsons
School of Design.
Leah’s main medium of expression is
watercolour paint, which gives her drawings
an ethereal, slightly melancholic quality.
These illustrations are then translated into
a variety of contexts, including pattern and
textile designs.
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Leah has recently released a series of silk
charmeuse scarves that feature her original
textile designs. She also creates beautiful
custom-made clothing – two of our favourite
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items include her cat print dress and her bear
print blouse. You can find these one-of-a-kind
creations on her etsy store.

Bear print blouse

Cat print dress

Calivintage
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One of Leah’s most recent creative
collaborations is with talented illustrator and
jewellery maker Kaye Blegvad. They worked
together to create a floral tote and clutch,
both come with a spiky floral pin.
Find out more about this remarkable lady by
visiting her website.
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Marius Wathne is a Norwegian graphic
designer based in Melbourne. He recently
graduated from RMIT University and
is currently working as a freelancer.
Despite being relatively new in the
industry, Marius is an agile designer
capable of creating different aesthetics to
suit the needs of any given project.

Marius

“Working with different people
is very rewarding to me, as
everyone has their own way
and every outcome is different.
Seeing a project through from
idea to finished product is such
an exciting experience - it is
what keeps me going.”

wathne

Graphic Designer
All images copyright Marius Wathne

One of Marius’s most recent projects was to create packaging
for Via XX Settembre, a family-run business who makes and
distributes organic Italian food, originating from the harbour
town Genova. The family-oriented nature of the company is
encapsulated by the crest-like logo on the packaging.
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The labels are kept simple, featuring typefaces inspired
by Italian culture. To ensure consistency throughout the
product range, the same pattern and colour scheme is used
on all the packaging.
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Undertow is an anthology of short stories
and poems, where icons are used to
represent the content of each section.
The design gives the reader an instant
impression of each story or poem when
flipping through the book.
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We also loved Marius’s self-promotional
chocolate packaging design. The information
graphics on the chocolate wrapper are
designed to succinctly represent his skills
and characteristics. Marius also went to
the trouble of creating the chocolate by
hand - complete with his name and logo
imprinted on it.
If you are keen to find out more about this
talented emergent designer. Be sure to visit
his website for more information.
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Dudes Factory
Dudes Factory founders, Arnaud Loix and Heribert
Willmerdinger, met while working at an advertising agency.
Their shared dream of creating a work environment that would challenge
traditional ideas of art and design instantly brought them together.
It was only a matter of time before they began to hatch a plan to create
a unique place for art and design lovers, illustrators and illustration
appreciators, graphic art worshipers and experimentalists.
Just like that Dudes Factory was born.

On a regular basis new artists
are invited to become a part of
the Dudes Factory playground.
These artists are commissioned to
create unique artwork especially
for the store. During the creative
process, the ‘dudes’ act as
mentors to participating artists, by
encouraging them to experiment
with new materials and formats. So
far Dudes Factory has collaborated
with an impressive list of artists and
creatives including: Mcbess, funny
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fun, 44 Flavours, Peach Beach,
110 Special Black, Casiegraphics,
Studio Killers and DXTR.
Arnaud and Heribert have also
created the ‘Dudes LAB’ which is
an online creative tool that allows
users to deconstruct artwork
created by artists and apply their
custom designs onto t-shirts, fashion
accessories or other products.
All pieces in the store are limited
edition and exclusive to the store.
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An illustration can be
disassembled without any negative
connotations and we are allowed to
like only certain elements about an
artwork. We can take those details and
create a ‘new’ piece. The outcome is
an individual piece of art with a fading
history of another artist and for the
first time there are really no boundaries
between the end-user and the artist.
You may call it a new movement or a
new way of deconstructing art and
design - but it is definitely a new way of
treating art: as a material and approach
to communication.

Dudes Factory HQ consists of a shop, studio
and recreational area (which is often used
for ping-pong tournaments). The shop has
been carefully designed using a mix of styles
and colours to represent the diverse and
dynamic platform that they offer to
young, talented creatives.
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One of their latest projects is a creative
collaboration with French artist Mcbess.
Dudes Factory and Mcbess worked together
to create a winter clothing collection called
“The Cold Adam” and an art bike called
The Bacon & Cheese Machine, which was
built in collaboration with PG-bikes.
ISSUE SIX -57-

All images copyright Dudes Factory

Parallel is another big project in the Dudes Factory pipeline,
where 13 international artists were invited to paint on original
segments of the Berlin Wall in Freedom Park. The project was
initiated to mark the 50th anniversary of the construction
of the Berlin Wall. Dudes Factory is planning to get more
artists involved in 2012 to reach the goal of 50 painted
pieces of wall.
Arnaud and Heribert aim to aim to grow the ‘Dudes World’
with each project and we wish them the best of luck.
Don’t miss out – go and visit the Dudes Factory.

ISSUE SIX -59-

grand
chamaco
All images copyright Grand Chamaco

Grand Chamaco was born in 1982, in Los
Ramones, a small municipality in the
State of Nuevo Leon, Mexico. He spent his
childhood and adolescence living with his
grandfather, who introduced him to the
joys of drawing and painting. As a child,
most of his afternoons were spent playing
with colour pencils, while eating dry meat
dipped in chili sauce and lemon.
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Grand Chamaco’s unruly and
anti-establishment behaviour brought
his academic development to a halt
after junior high school. He then decided
to travel to Mexico City to work as an
apprentice for the painter Arturo Rivera,
but unfortunately this dream was
never realised.
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In Mexico City he met the writer Ignacio Solares, who
taught him about the richness of Mexican culture and
identity. After years of saving, Grand Chamaco gathered
up enough money to travel the world. During this time,
he feverishly looked for inspiration and mentors to
help him find his voice as an artist. At the age of 25,
he returned home to study and perfect his style.
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The recent addition of Internet to his town has finally
allowed Grand Chamaco to showcase his work online,
which has grown his exposure and success. We are
proud to be a small part in spreading the word about his
wonderfully distinctive work.
Take a look at his website.

Score &Solder
“terrarium/ ter-rair-i-um/ > noun a glass
container in which plants are grown”

All images copyright Score & Solder
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Matthew Cleland is the travelling gypsy behind Score
& Solder – a range of handmade glass and lead-free
soldered terrariums. Each geometric terrarium is hand
crafted and made to order using skills that have been
passed down through ten generations. They truly are
amazing works of art. Every terrarium comes with quartz
rocks, activated charcoal and soil suitable for growing
moss or succulents.
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What could be better than having your own miniature
greenhouse? Visit the Score & Solder website for more of
Matthew’s beautiful one-of-a-kind terrariums.
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JAILmake is the creative partnership
of Jamie Elliott and Liam
Healy. Their work is focused on
human relationships, particularly
how people interact with and
shape environments. From large-scale
installations, to sculptures, furniture
and industrial design, Jamie and
Liam’s work explores how people
relate to nature and how they learn
from experiments through play,
trial and error.

JAILmake
All images copyright JAILmake
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JAILmake has a sustainable focus, employing local crafts-people
and using, where possible, recycled and recyclable materials.

“We are motivated by using our
hands and we want to make exciting
things. We have a studio that allows
us to see a project through from
conception and research, through
to making, testing and use in the
real world. We pride ourselves on
our craftsmanship and sustainable,
locally-sourced material choices.”

The Plantable table is a creative project that we feel
really stands out in JAILmake’s creative portfolio of
work. The design incorporates space for plants to
grow in and around its four legs, reintroducing nature
back into the experience of gathering, cooking and
eating a meal.
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What was once an inanimate domesticated object is
reclaimed by nature as a dynamic, living design.
The project reflects on the distance that we place
between ourselves and the processes involved in
making our food.

First-branch is the perfect tool for tree climbing.
The design consists of small oak steps that can be
strapped securely around the trunk of any tree to
provide that extra boost you need when exploring.
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HenchBench is a series of simple furniture made
from raw, stock materials. JAILmake welded
lengths of U-section steel into single, looped
structures and inlaid reclaimed roofing joists
from an old property in Peckham to create
matching stools and a table.
Find out more about JAILmake by visiting
their website.
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Romain
Lagrange
Romain Lagrange is a French
Design. As if that wasn’t enough
industrial designer with a
he then went on to complete
mad amount of talent. After
another Masters degree titled
completing a Bachelor’s Degree “Advanced Studies in Luxury &
in Design, where he specialised
Design” at the École Cantonale
in Interaction Design and New
d’Art de Lausanne. We think
Media, Romain applied to
it is safe to say that Romain is
Gobelins where he completed
one of the most highly qualified
a Masters degree in Multimedia
creatives that we have featured.

While studying at the École
Cantonale d’Art de Lausanne,
Romain conceptualised “Gates”,
a sophisticated croquet game
for adult players devised to be
played indoors. The set is inspired
by the French king, Louis XVI,
who loved the game but
abandoned it because he
could not play it during the
snowy winter months.

The game subsequently lost
popularity in France, but spread
as a well-liked recreational
activity in the United Kingdom.
The croquet set is made from
sycamore maple, cork and
leather and consists of two
mallets, six gates, two stakes
and two balls designed for easy
storage and transportation.
We think it is very fancy.
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Blow is a project that allows adults to explore their more
youthful side. The design combines a functional eating utensil
(a spoon) with a bubble-blowing stick to create a more subtle
but equally effective interpretation of the childhood toy we
all know and love.
Romain continues his work with the aim of creating design that
interacts with its users in a refined, yet unexpected way.
Check out his website for more work.
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Mathew Neilson is the Cape Town
based designer and craftsman
behind Matlac – an artisanal line of
leather and felt accessories.
Mathew’s career began in his third
year of a BCom degree, when he
designed and created a wallet
prototype using fridge magnets
and some leather scraps. He went
on to showcase the magnetic
wallet at the Design Indaba,
where it was very well received.

matblac

Mathew soon realised that a career in designer
handcrafted objects was his true passion. He bravely
left his degree to pursue making Matblac a profitable
reality. In the past year, Matthew has moved into a studio
in Cape Town’s CBD and continues to build Matblac from
strength to strength.
The Matblac product range includes: wallets, belts, iPad
and laptop cases. Each product strives to embody the
Raw Design concept:

“Raw Design is about going
back to the basics, it’s about
the reason you needed
the product in the first
place. It’s about utility and
functionality. Once a product
embodies these qualities and
is assembled using the finest
materials, it becomes timeless.”
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Mathew has many plans for the future, which include the
development of a furniture and lighting range:

All images copyright Matblac

All products are created from high-quality materials including
leather from the best suppliers worldwide and pure wool felt
sourced from Germany for its durability.
Everything that comes out of the Matblac studio is handmade
by Mathew himself, who develops an unsightly prototype into a
beautifully executed designer object. To quote the man himself,
“The production process is where I feel Matblac products gain their
true value. I’m a sucker for perfection”.

“I’ve only just begun to explore
the dynamic properties of felt
and I think it would make a
great lighting solution coupled
with LED’s and leather. I’m really
excited to move Matblac one step
closer to being a design-house
with a wide product range. I think
its masculine and timeless feel can
be applied to almost anything!”
Mathew’s products can be found in a few specialist stores
locally or can be shipped worldwide by ordering from
Matblac’s online store.

Each item is carefully conceptualised to best execute its desired
function, which is clear from the polished final result.
-90- ISSUE SIX

ISSUE SIX -91-

FArrah Sit
“Attention to
detail, honesty to material,
craft and form is what

drives me”

“Owning less and owning
well” is the philosophy behind
Farrah Sit’s designer objects.
Her designs reflect an exacting
attention to detail coupled
with a quiet minimalism.
Farrah’s aesthetic developed
over several years while
designing for Calvin Klein
Home, in addition to creating
collections for Vera Wang,
Kim Seybert and Teroforma.
Farrah does not limit her
creative process to one
discipline, in addition to
ceramic work she also does
welding and woodworking
to create furniture, light
fixtures and tabletop
accessories. Objects that
have an artisanal, handmade
quality particularly inspire her –
Farrah’s monochromatic pieces
play on the lively interchange
between texture and form in
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an attempt to achieve a
“perfect imperfection”.
Farrah shies away from
overdesigning objects and
instead focuses on creating
strikingly simple designs
that speak to their
intended purpose.

“I’m obsessed with
this idea of utility,
I love exploring
the connection
between the object
and its user.”
Farrah is currently working on
a new line of ceramics with
Illustrator Bryce Wymer using
a sgraffito technique, where
conceptual narratives are
etched across dinnerware.
Find out more about Farrah by
visiting her website.
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Light Sake
Light Sake was born from a desire to come
closer to the ceramic medium. Farrah began
experimenting with wheel throwing and slip
casting porcelain, which turned into hanging
light fixtures and sake sets in 2006.

These porcelain wares were selected to
appear at the “Handled with Care” exhibit
during London’s Design Week.

Forged Silver
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Forged Silver aims to create fluid, graceful
curves moving between each plane. The knife
is hammered out of one form, merely changing
planes to create a cutting edge and an ergonomic
handle. Time, patience, heat and the force of the
hammer draw the metal into the desired form.

Porcelain Planters
We were completely besotted
with these planter designs that
combine nude leather and brass
screws. The project was inspired by
Farrah’s green thumb and desire
to reclaim wasted space.

Desk Accessories
Rooted in a shared design philosophy and common
aesthetic, Farrah Sit and Dana D’Amico collaborated to
create a collection of desk accessories reflecting honesty to
materials and a timeless, minimalistic beauty. Celebrating
natural materials that age well, the collection combines solid
wood, brass, porcelain and vegetable tan leather.
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The Neighborhood Studio is the
design shop of Curtis Jinkins,
an award winning designer and
art director. Curtis is a graduate
of the Portfolio Centre in
Atlanta. After working at Planet
Propaganda in Madison, WI, he
opted for a freelance career in
Austin, Texas. His clients range
from entrepreneurs, advertising
agencies, publications, pro bono
charities and the occasional “Lost
Dog” flyer for a friend in need.

The

neighborhood
Studio
All images copyright Curtis Jinkins
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One of his latest projects “Monarchs” is an elegant deck of playing cards produced by Theory11 and printed by the U.S. Playing Card
Company. The cards are printed on imported, high-quality paper and features gold-embossed detailing. The design references regal
iconography, such as snakes that twist around the evolution of a sword and tress. Around the edges of the pack are the words “de
duobus malis, minus est semper eligenoum”, a Latin phrase meaning: “of two evils, the lesser must always be chosen”.

Photography by Jay B. Sauceda
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An elegant sophistication is prevalent in his concept packaging for St Thomas Gin and Whisky, which manages
to balance nostalgic typography with a more modern, graphic treatment.

Concept work done for Juli Shore Design
Art Director: Juli Shore-Sonke
Photography by Jay B. Sauceda
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Curtis also has a talent for geometry. His bold art prints titled “Hold Your Horses” and “Pray for Rain” are
geometric masterpieces that we would love to have hanging on our walls.
We highly recommend a visit to Neighborhood Studio’s website for some great graphic design,
cool designer prints and threads.
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For this issue, we have selected the
finest collection of print advertising
and packaging design inspired by our
theme: “stuff”.
Although we are prone to beautiful aesthetics, particularly
when packaging is involved, we have also rounded up some
great thought - provoking advertising to avoid
conditioning you into soulless, unthinking aesthetes.
From Marxist leaders consuming Coca-Cola to some
really note-worthy and elegant packaging design we
are sure this selection will hit the spot.
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Packaging

Curious Mixture

is a high-end French
Absinthe aimed at the premium market.

“The name Curious Mixture comes from
the mysterious history behind the drink
and the fact that this recipe is mixed
together with a range of different herbs
that makes you curious.”
A black bottle was deliberately chosen for it’s dark and
mysterious character.
In comparison to other products in the green Absinthe
market the packaging design, created by Stig Bratvold,
stand outs because of its clean and subtle graphic
treatment. Stig has a clear passion for typography, which
he uses with masterful effect to create a really refined
final product. We were impressed with his meticulous
attention to detail, from the angular typography on the
Absinthe bottle, right down to the lined lace-like box where
it is housed.
Stig Bratvold is a Melbourne-based, Norwegian
graphic designer. He finished his Bachelor’s degree in
Communication Design at RMIT in 2011. For the past two
years he has been working as a freelance designer.
Stig’s latest project is the creating branding for an
Australian/Norwegian travel web documentary named
“The Inland Sea”. He is also working on animating the
intro for the episodes cooperating with animator
Håvard Forland Isaksen.
Take a look at Stig’s full portfolio on his Behance.
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Packaging

Grady’s Cold Brew

The stubby amber bottle of Grady’s Cold Brew definitely
stood out when we were reviewing packaging for this
issue. While the name and colour of the bottle may
refer to traditional beer packaging, the bold design and
beautiful typography on the label works to create unique
packaging that is as different as its velvety-smooth
contents. Thomas Alberty, who is an art director at GQ
Magazine, designed the label and we think he did a damn
fine job of it.

Grady’s Cold Brew is a New Orleans-style coffee
concentrate brewed and bottled by hand in Brooklyn,
New York. Each batch is made by steeping a special
blend of freshly roasted coffee, spices and chicory in
water overnight - the grounds are then removed using a
double filtration process. Grady’s is cold-brewed, which
gives it a lower acidity and no bitterness. The coffee
concentrate can then be mixed with milk or water (hot or
cold). Each bottle makes up to eight cups of deliciously
smooth coffee.
Unfortunately Grady’s Cold Brew is not available in South
Africa. If you live in the United States, you can order it
online or find it in specialty grocers and food fairs in the
New York metro area.
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Packaging

Izola

is a carefully curated home and
bathroom range inspired by old world utilitarian
objects that were built to last. Two years ago, Izola
approached Aesthetic Movement to help them
create a new line of home and gift products geared
towards men. After much research and analysis,
Aesthetic Movement began designing an identity
and persona for the company to embody their
small, but concise premier collection:

“Izola’s aesthetic became a mix of
vintage and modern, masculine and
witty, functional and surprising.”

Aesthetic Movement’s pared down, monochromatic
design treatment complements the masculine
product range perfectly. We were particularly
fond of their hip flask and shoe brush
packaging that features just the right
amount of manly embellishment.
Aesthetic Movement is a design studio that
represents a distinguished roster of lifestylerelated product lines. They are a think tank for
smart, creative collaborations and believe that
considered design and frequent brushes with
beauty can enhance the overall quality of life.
Find out more about this extraordinary creative
studio by visiting their website.
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Print

Credits:
Advertising Agency:
Ruf Lanz,

Oekopool

Zurich, Switzerland
Creative Directors:
Markus Ruf
Danielle Lanz
Copywriter:
Andreas Hornung
Art Director:
Marcel Schlaefle
Photographer:
Historical Archive
Account Supervisor:
Kristina Burch
Advertiser Supervisors:
Claudia Gillardon
Kilian Gasser

Take a look at this really clever campaign
for left-wing ad-pool Oekopool that
illustrates the pervasive power of
advertising and the importance of using
it wisely. Each advert uses historical
footage of well-known left-wing leaders
consuming or supporting brands. Marxist
revolutionary Che Guevara drinks a
Coca-Cola (one of the primary icons
of consumer culture), while Social
Democrat and environmental activist
Joschka Fischer wears a pair of Nike
running shoes (a company known for
producing harmful manufacturing waste).
The message:

“Even the biggest critics
appreciate big brands”
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Credits:

Print

Advertising Agency:
Demner, Merlicek &
Bergmann,
Vienna, Austria
Creative Director:
Franz Merlicek
Rosa Haider
Copywriter:
Arno Reisenbuechler
Art Director:
Roman Steiner
Photographer:
Bernhard Angerer
Graphic Design:
Stefan Oehner
Account Supervisor:
Katharina Schmid
Art Buying:
Ilona Urikow
Final Art Work:
Mario Goldsteiner

Ja! Natürlich

Naturprodukte
Health food brand Ja! Natürlich
commissioned Austrian advertising
agency Demner, Merlicek & Bergmann to
create an advert that would celebrate the
perfection in imperfections. The advert
documents a series of oddly formed
tomatoes to showcase the fact that their
produce is organic and not genetically
modified. This advert was created in a
special edition to mark the Vienna
Design Week.

-116- ISSUE SIX

ISSUE SIX -117-

Print

Credits:
Advertising Agency:
Clemenger BBDO
Melbourne, Australia

Carlton Mid

Executive Creative Director:
Ant Keogh
Art Director:
Anthony Phillips
Copywriter:
Richard Williams
Producer:
Josie Amato
Account Director:
Nick Cohen
Client Team Directors:
Scott Tabe-Lewis
Andrew Meldrum
Agency Producer:
Cindy Merlin
Photographer:
Neil Bailey
Retoucher:
Mike Mccall
Print Producer:

“Spending too much time
with the wife? Stay a
little longer.”
Nothing screams “co-dependency issues”
quite like a couple wearing matching
outfits. Clemenger BBDO played on this
stereotype for Carlton Mid Beer’s “Stay
a little longer” campaign, which depicts
smiling couples dressed in matching
outfits. These awkward portraits are
paired with a pertinent question:
“Spending too much time with the wife?”
followed some manly advice to “stay a
little longer” at the pub. This campaign
gave us a good chuckle.

Mary Darzi
Account manager:
Toby Beaumont
Production:
Coco Productions

-118- ISSUE SIX

ISSUE SIX -119-

se
:
ow
ca
Sh
NW

Nicework
Notebooks
The end of the working year usually heralds
in a barrage of corporate gifts – pen sets,
cooler bags and monogrammed golf shirts.
When we sat down to brainstorm what to give
our clients this year, we took these “corporate
gifts” as a lesson on what not to do. The key was
to choose a present that we would like to receive
ourselves – something that was functional,
unusual and beautifully designed.
Design / Illustration / Best / Magazine
ISSUE 06 / The Stuff Issue

NICE
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Notebooks are an everyday staple for your

After much deliberation, sketching, crafting and

average working person – you take notebooks

editing 7 designs were chosen:

to meetings, doodle in them and make grocery
lists in them so that you don’t forget to buy milk
on the way home. We decided to elevate an
everyday notebook into something bespoke and
unique by playing to our strengths and interests.
Illustration and typography are two fields that
the Nicework team is particularly passionate
about. It was a no-brainer to work with these two
approaches to create inventive typographic

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Work hard and be nice to people
Everyone is an artist
It’s not a moustache it’s a time machine!
Think happy thoughts and you will fly
Buy the ticket. Take the ride.
Practicality is the serial killer of dreams
Everyone has a plan until you get punched
in the face

treatments that would be laser engraved onto
the cover and back of the notebook. Five
Nicework designers were briefed to select a
quote that explored the concept of creativity
and make a design inspired by that quote.
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These quotes were chosen for their great design
and humour – two qualities that are exemplified
in Nicework’s portfolio of work.
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We couldn’t have been happier with the results and neither could our clients.
Nicework is looking into developing a range of laser-engraved notebooks in 2012,
visit our blog for more updates.

We searched various suppliers for notebooks with tasteful

At Nicework we like to stand out. We hope that the quality

but unusual colours. Classic white and a retro yellow were

of work and the level of our creativity help us to do that. If

chosen to for their versatility and ability to best show up

this response from one of our clients is anything to go by,

the laser engraving process. The notebooks were then

we think that we achieved our goals:

sent to be laser engraved – a meticulous process using a
focused beam of light which etched a permanent design
into the notebook covers.

“You beat all the boxes of nougat, cheap merlots,
fucking awful picture calendars, and all the
diaries in the world. A blast of originality from nice
work…….nice work.“
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10
The Festive Issue
Each issue we ask
interesting people to
select and photograph
ten things that they like,
enjoy, appreciate or get
inspired by.
The festive season is upon
us – time for Christmas
carols, holidays and general
merriment. For this issue we
asked our contributors to
come up with a collection of
things that represented the
festive season for them.
Since it is the month of
sugar and spice and all
things nice, we decided on
a all-girl round up for this
Ten Things feature. First up

is Amelia Smith, a Durbanbased artist and illustrator
with a wild and whimsical
imagination. Emma-Jane
Harbour is a graphic
designer who runs a blog
called Emma Jane Nation.
Amber Jones is a multitalented creative - blogger
and fashion designer are
but two of her many job
titles. Last, but definitely not
least, is Jelena Jovanovic, a
freelance graphic designer
based in Johannesburg who
is one of the nicest and most
talented people we know.
She also has a cat called
Steve Martin, which ups her
coolness factor significantly.
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Amelia Smith
Amelia Smith is a pencil-wielder
(illustrator), word-collector
and adventure-seeker based
in Durban. She is also the
founder of Whimsy, an online
store stocked with beautiful
prints, stationary and laser-cut
jewellery. In her spare time she
runs a delightful blog called

The Sometime’s Zoo, which
is well worth a visit. She is
currently working on a
childrens book that is sure
to spark the interest and
imagination of all who read it.
We invite you to take a peek
into her wonderous collection
of festive things.
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1.

World War 1 Vintage Spyglass
The best Christmas gift I have ever received and it
works perfectly. Hiking or wandering forests, as I
am want to do, has never been more awesome.

2.

Books
I always have a couple of books on my wishlist
and the festive handful of public holidays allow for
quiet afternoons of literary absorption.

3.

Christmas Mug
Every year we dig out the “christmas mug”
collection for the month of December.
My favourites are these gold starry ones!

4.

Almond Star Cookies
During the festive season I become a whirlwind of
sugar and cinnamon as I bake batches of almond
star cookies for gifts. Low fat, wheat-free and
scrumptious!

6.

Rocking Horse Decoration
As children, we were each bought a decoration
to hang on the tree every Christmas. I have
treasured this rocking horse since I was
6 years old.

9.

Letter Magnets
I am a fridge-poetry fanatic and these colourful
letters take residence on our fridge around the
festive season. Each day one of us has to create a
‘festive phrase’.

5.

Personalised “Word Envelopes”
Instead of wasting pennies on crackers for our
annual Christmas Eve dinner, I make personalised
“word envelopes” using strange and wonderful
definitions I have collected throughout the
year. Everyone looks forward to opening theirs
and reading aloud their word and its meaning.
Sometimes it means a hearty chuckle: callipygian
– having perfectly-proportioned buttocks.

7.

Summer Berries
The appearance of summer berries always
heralds holidays and means extended sessions of
sucking raspberries off my fingertips a la Amelie!

8.

Advent Calendar
My mom created this amazingly-numbered advent
calendar with clues in each envelope leading us to
the hiding place of a small, yummy treat. We were
the envy of all our friends who begged my mom to
make them their own “christmas clue calendar”.

10. Festive Feasting
Christmas is synonymous with “feasting” and
boy, can my family put on a feast! We delve into
magazines, cookbooks and the internet scouring
them for new recipes. We usually are kitchenbound two days prior to Christmas Eve, cooking,
stirring, mixing and baking.

ISSUE SIX -131-

Emma-Jane Harbour
Emma-Jane is a graphic
designer and recent
graduate from the University
of Johannesburg. She runs a
popular blog called Emma
Jane Nation where she profiles
her daily adventures, as well

as great design and
photography. She is also
one half of Hello Harbour
Photography, a wedding
photography and video
blog that she runs with her
husband Dylan.

“This is Christmas for me. Our family never
goes overboard for Christmas, but we
have definitely made little traditions over
the years, like putting up the Christmas
tree together and unpacking all our pretty
decorations that my mom has collected
over the years.”
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8.

7.

6.

10.

9.

1.

1.

3.

Old Hand painted Rocking Horse
Two of my favourite decorations are an old
hand painted rocking horse and a wooden
nutcracker (see number 2) - both were
bought by my mom in Germany.

3.

Wooden Nutcracker
This nutcracker is special because when you
put a block of incense inside it, it looks like
it’s smoking. I’ve always loved this little guy.

4.

2.

Quality Street Chocolates
When I think of Christmas, I think of bowls
and bowls of Quality Streets (after Christmas
only the funny orange ones and the hard
toffees are left over).

5.

6.
2.
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5.

Mince Pies
My granny (“two-mums”) used to make tons
of delicious mince pies. We used to devour
them every time we went for tea during
Christmas time.

4.

Watermelon Balls Soaked in Sherry
A family favourite for Christmas day dessert!
It’s delicious and perfect for a summer time
Christmas!

Christmas Wishlist:
7.

Zara Clothing
A sparkly outfit for Christmas Eve.

Church
We always go to midnight mass or an early
Christmas day service as a family. It is always
special and a good reminder that Christmas
isn’t just about presents.

8.

Mint Kitchen Aid

9.

Pink Leica…or any Leica for that matter

10. A Kindle
For my beach bag this December.
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Amber Jones
Amber Jones is a fashion
director at Durban creative
agency Wisdom and Youth,
a profession that has given
her a meticulous eye for
aesthetics. She collaborates
with local clothing retailers
like Mr Price, to create limited
edition collections that have

most fashionable women
running through the aisles to
snatch up her lovely creations.
Amber also runs a blog
called Thunder in our Hearts,
which is a banquet of colour,
pattern, beautiful people and
all things sartorial. We highly
recommend a visit.
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10.

3.

1.

5.

8.

2.

9.

6.

4.
7.

1.

2.

3.
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Our Christmas Letters
My family has a tradition of writing letters to each
other for Christmas and birthdays. My parents have
always written to each other and started writing to
us when we were children and now it’s something
we all do and cherish.
Fairy Lights
My mom made these for me. There are few things
more festive than stringing them up over a door
way- to be honest I intend leaving them up all year!
My Mary’s
Our honeymoon in Italy sparked my Mary collection
and now lighting a ton of candles around them
makes me very happy.

4.

Bling
I’m not the type to save bling for Christmas but I
certainly take shiny to the next level in December.
Dressing up is one of my absolute favourite things!

5.

Statement Neckpieces
I’m so in love with this recent purchase. I love the
way an OTT necklace can make any outfit
instantly insane.

6.

Krone
I have a massive weakness for Krone but have
to admit like the bling it is not only for special
occasions! A glass of champers and my mom-inlaw’s salmon mousse on crackers are the perfect
start to all our Christmas eve dinners.

7.

Magazines and Books
Most nights I battle to read more than a few lines
before falling asleep but I love how during the
holidays many hours are spent lazing around
reading.

8.

Red Lips
Obsessed with Ruby Woo by MAC. Red lips are de
rigueur for Chrismas parties.

9.

Candles
Candles of all shapes and sizes…bring ‘em on!
Candlelight is one of my all-time favourite things.
A ham sarmie is even romantic by candlelight.

10. Flowers
Bunches and bunches of them! I am a flower fanatic.
If I was a millionaire no surface in my house would
be vase free. Holidays with a house that smells like
a lilies is too amazing for words.
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Jelena Jovanovic
Jelena Jovanovic is a
graphic designer based in
Johannesburg. After 7 years
in advertising she traded
a more stable job for the
unpredictable world of
freelance and has never
looked back. She likes cats,

tea, books and Agent Cooper.
We think she is swell.
Jelena created our first
illustrated Ten Things and we
couldn’t be happier with
the results. Take a look at her
awesome handy work.
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1.

Trashy Magazines
For some reason being on holiday makes it
okay to page through a Hello Magazine.

2.

My Camera
I like to capture all those insincere giftopening moments.

3.

Strange Foods
The Christmas season means consuming
things I would never normally eat.
Some of these strange food items

4.

5.

include prawn cocktail, Dom Pedros
and canned mussels! Yikes.

6.

Great Ambitions
Exercise DVD’s waiting for me on the shelf.

Mangoes
The thing I look forward to the most
every summer.

7.

Wrapping Paper
I like wrapping gifts much better than I like
buying them.

Toast
In huge amounts, paired with fish-paste and
endless cups of tea.

8.

9.

My Mom’s Baking
She is especially prolific around
Christmas time.

10. Series
This year I will be watching every single
episode of the Seinfeld series.

Toasted Sandwiches
A greasy cheese and tomato sandwich is my
meal of choice when we take an obligatory
stop at the Wimpy on the way to the coast.
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There is no better time
than the festive season
to create incredibly opulent and
fantastical wish lists. Nicework
was ready for the challenge.

Here is our wish list of
“stuff” that we would love
to receive…from Santa or
from anyone else who is
feeling generous.

P.S. We have been really good this year.
What is better than a wishlist? A wishlist video
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Arline

Fiat 500 in red

A Kokedama plant

It’s red, shiny and nice to drive –
what’s not to like?

Kokedama is a popular bonsai style
originating from Nearai, which is
basically a ball of moss-covered soil with
a plant or multiple plants growing out of
it. It is also a nice DIY project to bring a
bit of greenery into your house or flat.

Samet dress from Ilana Kohn
Ilana Kohn is a clothing designer
based in Brooklyn, New York.
Her geometric Samet Dress is made
100% cotton black, gold & white
ikat and it is awesome.
Picnic blanket from
Twine Fabrics
The perfect picnic blanket - backed
with waterproof hessian and featuring
leather straps designed by Missibaba.
Convenient, practical and nice to look at.
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Ben

The Elrod House in
California designed
by John Lautner
The Elrod House in Palm Springs
was built in 1968 for interior designer
Arthur Elrod. It is iconic for it’s
enormous domed concrete roof, with
wedge-like sections cut out to
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accommodate skylights and provide
indirect light. The house was featured
in the 1971 James Bond film “Diamonds
are Forever” and has been a location
for Playboy photo shoots.

Catherine

Cat scarf by Leah Goren
Leah Goren is a textile designer,
clothing maker and illustrator from
New York. Her silk charmeuse scarf
is the “cats pyjamas” (translation: I like
it a lot).
Sweater screenprint by
Karolin Schnoor
A hand pulled screenprint of Heritage
paper by Karolin Schnoor – a talented
illustrator and designer based
in London.
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The New Artisans by
Olivier Dupon
An amazing book that profiles 70
artisans who use craft techniques to
create designer objects and artefacts.
Stubbs & Wotton
Needlepoint Loafers
There is nothing like a pair of handstitched loafers to make you feel like an
aristocrat living in the Victorian period.

Gordon

Rowan

Pinhole Solargraphy Camera

The Studley Tool Chest

DIY paper pinhole camera, which can be
assembled with no knife or scissors – very
clever design.

A wall-mounted tool chest created by Henry
O. Studley that holds 300 tools in a space
of 1m x 0.5m when closed. The chest is
made from mahogany, rosewood, ebony and
mother of pearl.

Wooden typewriter cufflinks
For the more dapper gentleman, cool
cufflinks are a must.

1954, Oval Deluxe, Rag-Top,
Resto-California VW Beetle
with a roof rack
A classic car that is a delight to look at and
even better to drive.
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Jeff

Samsung Galaxy S2
A really cool device that is functional
and fun to play with.
Sweater screenprint by
Little Printer
Do you like making lists? Well this tiny
printer of lists, notes and other things is
just for you.
Kikkerland
Robot Tea Infuser
A little robot whose arms straddle your
cup while your tea is brewing -rest him
on the included drip tray when your tea
is steeped.
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Black Luk coffee machine by
Song Ah Lee
A wall mounted coffee machine that not
only dispenses coffee, it holds your cup
as well!

Ross

Roku wireless
streaming pLayer
A little box capable of wirelessly
streaming television series, movies,
movies and much more.

DroboPro
Insert up to 8 disk drives into the
DroboPro for 24 terabytes of storage –
now that is a lot of space.
A Shetland Pony

Canon 4K Movies DSLR
Concept Camera
A prototype DSLR, with a 35mm
full frame image sensor capable of
shooting Motion-JPEG encoded 4K
video at 24fps. This is very fancy
jargon for “it takes nice high-res
videos and photographs”.
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Because, I quote: “they are
fucking awesome”.

Our Site
Facebook
Subcribe

